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EDITORIAL 


a 


Unanimous - But Not 
For Union 


The impression has been given that our Com- 
mittee on Co-operation and Union is unanimous 
in recommending union with the Northern Presby- 
terian Church. 


Such is not the case. This Committee has voted 
unanimously to submit the plan for study and sub- 
sequent vote, a very different thing. 


As the Church at large becomes more and more 
aware of the issues involved in organic union with 
the Northern Church there is overwhelming evi- 
dence that the great majority of the membership 
of our Church is against such a move. 


Those who oppose union welcome a vote—it will 
not pass, —L.N.B 
—_———_o=- 


Hindrances To 
Worship 


“As spiritual perception lessens there comes an 
increasing emphasis on objects, forms and _ litur- 
gies.” 


In our Southern Presbyterian Church we. are 
seeing an ever-increasing emphasis on “aids to 
worship.” Pictures, candles and formalism are 
more and more in evidence. Even in the meetings 
of our General Assembly there have appeared in 
recent years prepared forms for use in the devo- 
tional services of the morning. 


Those who defend these “aids to worship” in 
connection with young people’s work say that the 
young people need something on which to center 
their thoughts. Does the Scripture justify this po- 
sition? We believe just the opposite is the ease. 


“God is a Spirit: and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth.” 


The greatest “aid to worship” is a Spirit-given 
understanding of the sinfulness of self and the 
love of God as revealed in His Son the Lord Jesus 
Christ. There will be no need for these outward 
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and material things when the Gospel is taught anj 
preached in its fullness. 


Recently some young people’s conferences hav 
used pictures of Christ, candles and a dimly-lit av- 
ditorium in installation and other services. Such 
practices should be discouraged and resisted eve 
to the chureh courts. They are a most unhealth 
sign. The idolatry of the Roman Catholic Chure 
should be a stern warning. These things are no 
aids but hindrances to true worship. —L.N.B. 


The Minister As 
A Citizen 


To what extent should a minister of the gospel 
enter into the political problems of his community! 
This is a question that has had several answers. 


At one extreme is the answer that ministers and 
the Chureh generally should throw’ themselves 
wholeheartedly into social conflict and social te 
form. In recent years some leaders in the Congre- 
gational Christian church have taken this att 
tude. Others have too. Last summer we strolled 
through the halls of a well known theological semi- 
nary in New York City. On the bulletin board 
of student activity there were about a_ dozen 
notices most of them having to do with social 
and political agitation. One notice summoned al! 
interested students to parade with placards around 
Times Square. Incidentally, there was not a single 
notice of an evangelistic street meeting to be held 
anywhere on the streets of that city of teeming 
millions. 


At the other extreme is the answer that mil 
isters and Christians in general have no responsi 
bility for the social order. A prominent funda- 
mentalist some years ago said: “It is the business 
of the church to save sinners out of the world, 
and to let the world go to hell!” 


We prefer to give an answer between these two 
extremes. The minister of the gospel, along with 
other Christians, should ever give his primary 
attention to the ministry of the word and to pray- 
er, but as a secondary and important outgrowth 
of that he should certainly play some part as 4 
citizen in furthering constructive measures for 


the good of his community and all worthwhile 
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) institutions. It is a false dualism to segregate the 
} minister from his citizenship and its responsibili- 
) ties. He, with other Christians, must perforce be 
interested in two worlds. 


It is not easy to keep the middle ground. John 
Geneva and the Puritan fathers in 


“meddling persons” and thus to eliminate them- 
selves from constructive civic activity, the aver- 
age community will be deprived of the leadership 
of those who by ability, training and conviction 
ought to be able to aid the forces of righteousness. 
The light must not be hid, nor must the salt 
lose its savor. —C.N.W. III. 


a oe 


Psychiatry Without 
The Holy Spirit 


Psychiatry and all its progeny is having its fiesta 
these modern days. It is the old metaphysics or 
psychology all redecorated and exploited, often by 
those who used to make a living by “fortune tell- 
ing.” Books are flooding the ready market telling 
us just what we should know and do. It is remark- 
able what foreknowledge some of these experts 
are said to have. Along with this, we have a re- 
surgence of astrology and all its obscure and ab- 
surd claims. It is true that there is a great need of 
guidance these days. Guidance is needed every- 
where, The home needs it sorely. Parents need it. 
Children need it. Teachers need it—those who 
teach others; every business man needs it. Youth 
needs it. There is a general yearning for accurate 
guidance. I have just read a little pamphlet on 
“The Planning of Your Life,” by the editor of 
the Journal of the National Education Associ- 
ation. It says some very good things. It checks 
about everything physical and mental. It abounds 
in such words as “assume.” “Choose,” “decide,” 
“improve,” “select,” ete. Nothing is said of the 
spiritual. Neither God, Christ, the Holy Spirit or 
prayer is mentioned—no, not once. The Bible 
is mentioned once very casually when it speaks 
of prophets in the Bible telling us that the age 
of man is “three score years.and ten.” Are we 
to leave God out of our planning? Are we to sup- 
pose that God has no purpose in our lives? If 
we are here to “glorify and enjoy Him” shall 
We not consult Him about how we can do so? 
Are we to leave the whole matter of guidance to 
such as do not recognize God, Christ, The Holy 
Spirit and their access to the faculties of the 
soul and their power to lead us? The Bible is full 
of guidance. From the leading of Abraham on 
to the leading of the people Israel, and all through 
the ages afterwards, guidance is pre-eminent. The 
Psalms breathe it and pray for it. The prophets 
proclaimed it. Christ preached it. The Holy Spirit 
succeeded Him and came to “guide into all truth.” 
He calls us. He teaches us. He searches us and 
knows us. 


The Holy Spirit is the source of all intellectual 
life and gifts. He filled Bezeleel with “wisdom, 
understanding and knowledge in all manner of 
workmanship.” He equipped Moses, Joshua, David; 
He “separated Paul and Barnabas for the work 
unto which: they were called.” = - 
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“Holy Spirit, faithful Guide, 
Ever near the Christian’s side, 
Gently lead us by the hand, 
Pilgrims in a desert land.” 


Let psychiatry do its best, but it can never 
do its best by leaving God and Spirit out. The 
Christian minister is the best psychiatrist. He him- 
self seeks the constant guidance of the Holy 
Spirit in all his work. “In all his ways he acknowl- 
edges Him.” He does not lean upon his own under- 
standing. He is schooled in interpreting and apply- 
ing the Word of God. In all these ways he becomes 
the most reliable psycho-analyst, 


Why “seek unto them that have familiar spirits, 
and unto wizards that peep and mutter? Should 
not a people seek unto their God?” What an 
opportunity is open to our ministers to become the 
best guidance and friends of youth and of all 
the flock! Let psychiatry have its place. That place 
may not be the back seat, but it certainly is not 
the first nor last word in the most important mat- 
ter of Guidance. —C.T.C. 





A Saving Knowledge 
Of God 


In his recent lectures at Columbia, Dr. Hromad- 
ka, of Prague and of Princeton, repeatedly called 
attention to this gem from Pascal’s Pensees: 


“The knowledge of God, without the knowledge 
of our own misery produces pride. The knowledge 
of our own misery without the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ, produces despair. But the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ exempts us both from pride and 
despair; because in HIM we see God, our own 
misery, and the only way of recovery from it. 


“We may know God without knowing our own 
miseries, or our own miseries without’ knowing 
God; or we may know both, without knowing the 
means of deliverance from the miseries which 
oppress us. But we cannot know Jesus Christ with- 
out at the same time knowing God, our own 
miseries, and the remedy for them; because 
Jesus Christ is not only God, but He is God the 
healer of our miseries, 


“He is the true God to us men; that is, to miser- 
able and sinful creatures. He is the centre of 
all, and the object of all.” —Chapter XX. 


With the Thoughts on Religion of the noted 
Frenchman one may put similar sentiments which 
Warfield has collected from Thomas  Adam’s 
Private Thoughts on Religion. 


“On earth it is the great exercise of faith and 
one of the hardest things in the world, to see sin 
and Christ at the same time, or to be penetrated 
with a lively sense of our desert, and absolute 
freedom from condemnation; but thé more we 
know of both the nearer approach we shall make 
to the state of heaven.” Sin and Christ; ill desert 
and no condemnation; we are sinners and saints 
all at once! That is the paradox of evangelicalism. 
The Antinomian and the Perfectionist would abol- 
ish the paradox—the one drowning the saint in 
the sinner, and the other concealing the sinner 
in the saint. We must ever see both members 
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of the paradox and see them whole. “It is a great 
paradox, but glorious truth of Christianity that a 
good conscience may consist with a consciousness 
of evil.”” Though we can have no satisfaction in 


ourselves, we may have perfect satisfaction in 
Christ. 


The moment we think that we have no sin we 
shall desert Christ for Christ came to save just 
sinners. Yet we are not left in our sins by Him; 
we are in process of being cleansed from our sins 
by Him; and our part is to work out with fear and 
trembling the salvation He is working in us, always 
keeping our eyes on both our sin from which we 
need deliverance and the Lord who is delivering 
hg —Perfectionism 1:130. 

—Wm. C. R. 





Ch’ien King-shan, M.D. 
1895-1947 


In the death of Dr, Ch’ien King-shan on March 
7th, 1947, one of the finest products of our Mission 
work in China, and one of the closest friends of 
the writer, passed on to glory. 


For twenty-five years it was our privilege to 
know and work with this man intimately. He was 
my associate in surgery on the staff of the Tsing- 
kiangpu General Hospital for many years. 


A graduate of our Boys’ School at Sutsien, we 
shared in sending him on to Cheeloo University 
where he spent seven years in the Arts and Medi- 
cal Schools and was such a brilliant student he was 
offered a scholarship to America that he might 
return to teach in the Medical School. 


However, he had an agreement with the writer 
to return to Tsingkiangpu to work in our Mission 
Hospital there. Not only did he honor his word 
but he became a tower of strength in the pro- 
fessional and evangelistic work of the hospital and 
in the work of the local Presbyterian Church, in 
which he was an elder, and also in the Presbytery 
as a whole. 


One of the older missionaries, after a meeting 
of Presbytery laughingly remarked that Dr. 
Ch’ien knew more theology than most of the 
preachers and gave some of the young candidates 


for ordination the best examination he had ever 
heard. 


Throughout the years our close association be- 
came a very precious friendship. On matters of 
judgment and policy, when difficult decisions were 
being faced, we always worked together and no 
final decision was made until we (along with sev- 
eral others) were agreed on the best policy. 


Dr. Ch’ien not only was a capable diagnostician 
and surgeon, he also had a considerable degree 
of mechanical genius. Even during the long period 
of Japanese occupation he maintained a small re- 
ceiving set he had rigged up himself, powered with 
small flashlight batteries, with which he got the 
news from the outside world. 


Although naturally timid Dr. Ch’ien com- 
promised neither with the Japanese nor with the 
Chinese Communists. From both he suffered much. 
At one time he was arrested and held by the Ja- 
panese for a week but was later released. 
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The long years of strain and responsibility took 
their toll and he aged rapidly. In November he suf. 
fered a stroke and then another. Down to the day 
of his death he was constantly expressing his love 


and solicitude for the missionaries and for the 
Church. 


In a recent letter, Dr. Frank A. Brown wrote as 
follows: 





“Yesterday a telegram from Margaret Wood 
brought us the sad news that Dr. Ch’ien died two 
days ago at TsingKiang Pu. The whole church will 
sorely miss this outstanding Christian layman. For 
many years Dr. Ch’ien, was the leading Chinese 
surgeon, associated with Dr. L. Nelson Bell, in 
our largest hospital in China, probably the largest 
hospital, our church has in the world. Since Pearl 
Harbor Dr. Ch’ien has been Superintendent of the 
hospital which he has kept running thru almost 
incredible difficulties and dangers, first under the 
oppressive rule of the Japanese and later under the 
more cruel persecution of the Communists. 


For the past year, Dr. Ch’ien has been begging 
the mission to relieve him of his heavy responsi- 
bilities, but we have had no doctor to send him. 
When I visited him last October, he was a very 
sick man, but insisted on operating day after day, 
as there was no one else to take his place. It was 
pathetic to notice the solicitude of his staff, who 
tried to lighten his burdens. Soon after my visit 
he had a stroke. 


Dr. Chien’s interests were wider than his pro- 
fessional duties. He was the leading elder in the 
local church, but even more he was the real leader 
of the whole Presbytery. Preachers and church 
members from the whole countryside beat a track 
to his door, asking for comfort, protection and ad- 
vice. He took on the dangerous mission of protect- 
ing our residence, schools, and churches, and it is 
due to his courage and wisdom that these buildings 
are today intact, though many of the contents were 
looted. But the ten years of war were too much 
for him. He carried on the great tradition of faith- 
fulness exemplified in the lives of our pioneers who 
opened this well known station 55 years ago. 


The home church should know better these men 
and women, our fellow workers in the Chinese 
Church. It is with this purpose that I write these 
few lines about our brother in Christ—the Beloved 
Physician—who fell at his post of duty rather than 
leave it.” —F. A. Brown. 


The joys of Heaven cannot be numbered, but 
one of them will be seeing this loyal friend again. 
He is but tasting the joys first. —tL.N.B. 





Come, Let Us Reason 
Together 


This editorial is not written to those who oppose 
the membership of our Church in the Federal 
Council of Churches. 


Neither is it written to that small minority in 
our Church who find themselves in accord with 
the theological, political, economic, racial and 
ideological positions of the Federal Council. 
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| We are writing to that group of men who hon- 
estly feel the need for some centralized agency 

' through which Protestantism can speak to our gov- 
ermment and to society as a whole. 


Recognizing the desirability of having such an 
| agency many say, “We have no sympathy with the 
economic pronouncements of the Federal Council 
but we must continue our membership in the 
Council because there are other matters of vital 
importance on which the Church must speak, and 
for that reason we must continue to support the 
Federal Council.” 


Agreeing that the Church has a testimony to 
make in the world, it assuredly follows that the 
agency making that testimony shall itself stand 
for the things the Church stands for. 


Even those outside the Church are aware of 
the fact that within the Church there are today two 
opposing forces—the evangelicals who stand for 
the historic doctrines of the Church, as found in 
the Word of God and in the standards and declara- 
tions of the various denominations, and, the mod- 
emists who have relegated Christian doctrine to 
a place of secondary importance and who have 
changed the emphasis of Christianity away from 
yrsonal salvation from sin to a corporate plea 
for social action, To put it bluntly, their program- 
me is designed to improve the “far country” rather 
than to bring the prodigal back to his Father. 


Without fear of contradiction we state that 
the Federal Council is committed to the programme 
of the modernists. In fact Mr. Charles P. Taft, 
the present President of the Federal Council, in 
his first address before that body, frankly stated 
that the historic Christian doctrines might have 
worked in a past generation but are not the ones 
needed today. 


Having therefore laid the sandy foundation of 
doctrinal laxity the Federal Council has, because 
it could not do otherwise, proceeded to build 
thereon a structure which is dangerous to the 
Church and to society. Dangerous because, speak- 
ing in the name of the Church, it promotes po- 
tions contrary to those the Church should take. 
let us examine a few of these positions. 


Economics,—People in America are rapidly be- 
coming aware of the extremely radical teachings 
if the Council against our present economic order. 
Many former supporters of the Council returned 
fom the recent Pittsburgh Meeting enlightened 
ad thoroughly aroused; so much so that the April 
ith issue of “Information Service,” published by 
the Federal Council, seeks to evade responsibility 
in the matter. Altho promoted and conducted by 
the Federal Council they now say, “It was a free 
assembly, whose proceedings in no way committed 
the several bodies and organizations represented, 
wt the Federal Council of Churches.” This is an old 
technique of the Council—they father a child and 
then, when the light of publicity begins to shine, 
they deny parenthood. 


According to this same issue of “Information 
Service’’: 


“A wellknown bank president has contributed 
y way of critique a copy of an address entitled, 
‘A Layman Looks at the Church,” which includes 
assages particularly relevant here. 


“What gives laymen greater concern,” he said, 
“is that a clergy, politically and economically il- 
literate, is being used by the advocates of socialism, 
collectivism, and communism as heralds of a new 
order—an order that rejects the competitive private 
enterprise system; that repudiates the concept of a 
representative republic under which America has 
sought and achieved an amazing fulfilment of 
democracy out and beyond all peoples on earth. 

“. . , Tragic it is to see the clergy, unlettered 
in the political and economic realm, first repudiat- 
ing that ideal which has elevated the individual far 
beyond all other systems, and then adopting and 
pressing to its bosom the destroying poison of 
communism that will not alone deny God and 
Christ but will extinguish the clergy and the 
Church.” 


If one can find a stronger condemnation of the 
economic teachings of the Federal Council it will 
have to be an amplification of the above. 


Race—The Federal Council has gone on record 
that distinction and segregation of races is un- 
Christian. Our Christian Negro brethren know, 
as well as we do, the uiter folly of the abandon- 
ment of the racial line. Christianity does not con- 
template the amalgamation of the races and those 
who advocate such a policy in the name of the 
Church are guilty of ignorance or premeditated 
confusion and disaster. 


Labor—The Federal Council, through certain of 
its representatives, has taken a definite stand on 
the side of organized labor, as over against capi- 
tal. Having taken this position it is becoming a 
tool of labor; not that rank and file of honest 
god-fearing men and women who make the back- 
bone of industry, but of that radical element which 
has gained control of some unions and which has 
succeeded in terrorizing America in recent months. 


One official delegate to the recent Pittsburgh 
meeting has issued a detailed report of the meeting 
and his impressions. We quote but two of his 
many observations on that meeting. 


“In my opinion there is a definite intention of 
many radicals to use the Church for the further- 
ance of radical objectives, disassociated from re- 
ligion, as I for one, conceive it. 


“Without impugning the motives of a number 
of those in charge of the Conference, I believe 
many of the delegates had ulterior motives as 
above noted to further the objectives of their 
particular groups, or some particular radical eco- 
nomic philosophy.” 


With these and other policies so diametrically 
opposed to the faith and beliefs of our Southern 
Presbyterian Church, why should we permit the 
Federal Council to include the membership of our 
Church when they say, “We represent 27,000,000 
Protestants when we speak.” 


They do not represent the views of the over- 
whelming majority of our Church. 


The Federal Council’s theological position is not 
that of our Southern Presbyterian Church, 


The Federal Council’s economic activities are 
contrary to those approved by history, the Bible 
and our Southern Presbyterian Church. 
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The Federal] Council’s solution of the race issue 
is one destined to increase race tension, produce 
disorder, distress and sorrow. Our Southern Pres- 
byterian Church cannot adhere to this policy. 


The Federal Council’s labor policy is destined 
to increase class friction, making the Church the 
pawn of certain labor leaders and organizations, 
something contrary to the historic Christian po- 
sition and that of our Southern Presbyterian 
Church. 


These things being true—and they can all be 
confirmed by reading the official publications 
of the Federal Council and the writings of its 
paid employees and representatives—we would 
reason with those who have in the past supported 
the Council; have we been supporting the organi- 
zation which we wish to have represent us on these 
issues? 

If we have made a mistake, certainly the part 
of wisdom is to stop, reconsider and then place 
the influence of our Church where it will bear 
the witness it should in a time like this. 


The evangelical testimony of our Church is now 
being seriously compromised by our membership 
in the ‘Federal Council. If we blindly continue 
such a course we must bear the full responsibility 
for the consequences. We cannot serve God and 
mammon. —L.N.B. 


a ee 


Verbal Inspiration 


It has become fashionable on the part of the 
modernists to deride the Christian doctrine of 
Verbal Inspiration. They tell us that they have 
revolted against this doctrine in the interest of 
progress. One of the favorite statements from this 
camp is that “All scholarship is arrayed against 
the Verbal Inspiration of the Scriptures.” By such 
ex-cathedra statements the impression is created 
that no reputable scholar has ever subscribed to 
the view of Verba! Inspiration. This is surely a 
misrepresentation of the situation. We admit that 
some of the leading scholars do not hold to the 
view of Verbal Inspiration. But the statement that 
all of the leading scholars are arrayed against this 
view is certainly an untruth. It would be possible 
to draw up a long list of those who accept the 
Verbal Inspiration of the Bible. 


Many Christian scholars have held to this view 
without the feeling that they had to sacrifice 
their intelligence in doing so. These men have 
cheerfully accepted this view as they have studied 
what the Book had to say about Itself. The boast 
of arrogant modernists that all scholarship is on 
the other side is dishonest. Their claim is tre- 
mendously overdone. One of the reasons why they 
make such a claim is because they stubbornly 
ignore what is written on the other side, They 
think they can destroy the scholarship of the con- 
servatives by either ignoring or disparaging them. 
They also act on the assumption that only the 
higher critics count as authorities. As one ob- 
server put it, “The tactics employed by these men 
are to make a loud noise that the innocent public 
gets the false impression that all the leading 
scientists and theologians are arrayed against the 
Verbal Inspiration of the Bible.” 


From where did our Church get its doctrine) 
of Verbal Inspiration? The answer is the Church 
went to the Bible to see what it had to say abou 
itself and then believed what it heard the Bibk| 
say. Those who teach that the belief in Verhg| 
Inspiration rests only on the unsupported dogm, | 
fail to state the truth. Another impression the | 
modernists try to create about Verbal Inspiration |~ 
is that it is a falsification of history and that |” 
the ancient Church knew nothing of it. This als 
is erroneous. Writers like Justin, Irenaeus and | 
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others held to this high doctrine of Inspiration 


=e 


just as the Reformers did. The Church Fathers | ~ 


believed with Luther that “No man will take stock 
in a book or writing, parts of which are untrue, | 
particularly if he can not tell which parts are true | 
and which are untrue.” 


Many of our modernist friends tell us that if 
there is any inspiration at all it does not go any 
further than the concept. This does not include 
the words. The concept theory therefore is put 
over against the verbal view. To put it in another 
way, we are asked to believe in thoughts without 
words. What a monstrosity! The amusing thing is 
that they tell us that Verbal Inspiration is “un- 
psychological.”” We contend that sound psychology 
underlies Verbal Inspiration, but concept revela- 
tion has no foundation in fact. As someone has 
asked, “Did you ever discover yourself thinking 
a definite thought without clothing that thought 
in definite words? In speaking and_ writing 
thoughts are expressed in words and the mind can 
enter in by the same process.” Dr. A. A. Hodge 
saw the weakness of the concept theory and de- 
clared, “The line can never rationally be drawn 
be.ween the thoughts and words of Scripture.” 
Westcott, the New Testament scholar, shared Dr. 
Hodge’s view when he wrote, “The slightest con- 
sideration will show that words are as essential 
to intellectual processes as they are to mutual inter- 
course. Thoughts are wedded to words as neces 
sarily as soul to body. Without it the mysteries 
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unveiled before the eyes of the seer would be con- 
fused shadows: with it, they are made clear lessons 
for human life.” 


The Expositor’s Greek Testament is certainly 
marked by exact scholarship and yet it refuses to 
subscribe to the laws of the concept theory. On 
First Corinthians 2:13 it is stated, “In an honest 
mind thought and language are one and what ever 
decermines the former must mold the latter.” 


Lindbergh has expressed it in this way, “If 
we believe that the thoughts were inspired, we 
must also believe logically that the words were 
inspired as well. Some persons who do not have 
a clear conception concerning Inspiration and 
boast that they are liberals say, ‘We believe in the 
inspiration of the idea but not of the words,’ Even 
the best modern psychology holds that there can 
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not be an idea without form or words. Man thinks 
in words.” 


Lenski, another present day New Testament 
scholar, writes, “Erase the words and the thought 
disappears. The thought can not be separated from 
the words which are its vehicles.” Once more he 
states, “This distinction between content and words 
is an illusion. Of what is Holy Scripture composed? 
Merely of words! Page after page of words and 
then some more words. And what are these words? 
They are the vehicles of thought. Without words 
there is no thought or content, Take out the 
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4 yords and what do you have left? Nothing! That 


B. the fatal feature for all who do not want to 
Badmit Verbal Inspiration and still would like to 
Hyelieve in an inspiration of content. The bird flies 


Sout of hand and they retain only a few feathers. 
Nf only one could take a knife and go into the 
Ppible and cut out the words entirely and then after 
,ll the words have been removed hold it up and 
t.ay, ‘Behold, this is the bare thought.’ But after 
such an operation is considered what is left? 
' The empty pages of the Bible! Beautifying content 
fand thought!” 





Our modernist friends like to twit us by saying 
that Verbal Inspiration is mechanical. We answer 
this in the voice of another modern scholar, “If 
the inspiration of words would have to be mechani- 
cal, the same objection would hold as to a mere 
inspiration of thoughts.” 


The Church has consistently taught that the 
Holy writers were not the originators but the re- 
ceivers and announcers of their message, and the 
Holy Ghost supplied not only the substance but 
also the words of the Message. This view is sub- 
stantiated by Dr. B. B. Warfield who stated, ‘The 
Church has held from the beginning that the Bible 
is the Word of God in such a sense that its words, 
though written by men and bearing indelibly im- 
pressed upon them marks of their human origin, 
were written nevertheless under such an influ- 
ence of the Holy Ghost as to be also the Words 
of God, the adequate expression of His mind and 
will.” Referring to Acts 1:15 he continued, “Here 
the Holy Spirit is adduced as the real Author of 
what is said, but David’s mouth is expressly desig- 
nated as the instrument by means of which the 
Holy Spirit speaks the Scripture in question.” 


After all is said and done, the experimental 
Christian finds in his own experience that he must 
live by the very words which have proceeded from 
the mouth of God. When George Muller was in his 
ninety-first year he stated his belief in the Verbal 
Inspiration of the Scriptures. With his German 
thoroughness he stated that he had read the Bible 
from end to end approximately two hundred times. 
He found the very words to be strength to his 
soul and therefore he said this was the crowning 
test of all. The fruits of George Muller’s life testify 
that no life can go wrong which is based on belief 
in the Verbal Inspiration, when humbly main- 
tained and translated into daily life. Such a life 
has nothing to fear, even the light of the Judg- 
ment Day, —J. R. R. 


Creeds And American 
Christianity 


Many’ interdenominational organizations in 
America are boasting of the fact that they have 
no creed. Is this a mark of distinction or is it a 
sign of weakness? American Protestantism has 
been anti-credal most of this century, and during 
the same period American Protestantism has 
steadily lost ground and prestige to Roman Ca- 
tholicism. The faith of our fathers when it was 
vigorously credal was not faced with the chal- 
lenge, “Shall America (the U. S.) become Roman 








Catholic?” We have lost face and lost force he- 
cause we have relaxed our hold upon creeds. 


By and large Christianity has been and is a 
credal religion. No, it is not a merely creda] re- 


ligion, it is not an abstract, antiquated philosophy 
wrapped in credal graves clothes. Primarily, Chris- 
tianity is the living God with us and for us in 


Jesus Christ. Christianity is the saving intervention 


of God in Christ and the saving acts of the Holy 
Spirit applying to us sinners the redemption pur- 
chased by Christ. Christianity is God shining into 
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of His grace in the face of Jesus Christ. 


Now when God speaks and acts for our salvation 
we confess our Saviour. In answer to our Lord’s 
self-revelaiion there came the confessions of Peter, 
of Martha, of Thomas, of Stephen, of Paul and 
of a host of others. Then there were credal formu- 
lations beginning with the baptismal formula, 
Matthew 28:19, and the apostolic benediction, and 
early reaching definitive statement in the baptis- 
mal creed. In the second century the Church al- 
most perished of broad-mindedness and was saved 
by the elevation of the apostolic canon of Scrip- 
ture, the apostolic rule of faith (the Apostles’ 
Creed) and the Apostolic office. Each of these 
three norms was enunciated to safeguard the holy 
deposit of the Christian truth. The purpose of each 
was credal. The truth was to be discovered from 
the inspired Scriptures, measured by the analogy 
or rule of truth as given in the Apostles’ Creed, 
and confirmed by the bishops in the churches 
which had been founded by the apostles. In order 
to meet pagan Platonism the Church went credal 
in the second and the following centuries. 


In the days of the Reformation the Church was 
saved from Renaissance classical paganism by a 
glorious age of faith marked by creeds with real 
vertebra. Even when Luther and Zwingli differed 
at Marburg they did not retreat into insipid Amer- 
ican anti-crecalism. They drew up a vigorous creed 
which each agreed to in some fourteen and two- 
thirds out of fifteen points, and the Reformation 
moved onward in two mighty armies, 


When paganism revived in modern Germany 
the Confessional Church lifted anew her ancient 
creeds. She refused the gods of race, blood and 
soil, and confessed the Triune God of the Apostles’ 
Creed, the living Christ of the Reformation Creeds. 
In place of anti-credalism a new respect for and 
use of creeds appeared in Germany, Switzerland, 
Holland, France, Scotland, Sweden. This European 
appreciation of creeds is seen, for example in 
Brunner’s, Revelation and Reason. While Brunner 
is not a conservative, he sees that the Church can- 
not live vigorously without creeds. Thus he com- 
mends confessions and creeds as being to the 
Church what the flag is to the regiment, what the 
password is to the soldier. 


The fatality of opposition to creeds is conveni- 
ently observed in local experiences with the Inter- 
seminary Movement. For years this organization 
has boasted of its non-credal character. A quarter 
of a century ago the Princeton and Mt. Airy the- 
ological students tried to place the Movement on 
John 3:15 as a brief creed, but were voted down. 


Last year the writer attended an Atlanta area 
conference at Gammon Theological seminary. This 
particular meeting was lead by Dr. Ira D. A. Reid 
of Atlanta University. Dr. Reid insisted that the 
matter of the Church and Labor Relations be dis- 
cussed apart from what he called “the myth of 
Christianity.” He asked the Church to enter the 
maelsirom of labor relations as a_ sociological 
institution and to act there apart from “the whole 








Page 8 





conception of the Christian myth.” In other words 
because the Interseminary Movement had no creed 
its aegis was used to classify the Christian faith in 
the same category with the pagan myths of Greece, 
the current myth of the sun-goddess of Japan, and 
the German myth of the nineteenth century. But 
not only was the Christian faith classed as myth; it 
was ordered parked outside. We were, in effect 
told, to check our Bibles at the entrance desk since 
they were not to be used in the conference 


This year when the President of our student 
body went to the Atlanta area conference he was 
told by a Professor Williams of Morehouse College 
that the Church had lost her power, and that she 
could no longer believe in the supernatural—that 
such things as the Deity of Christ, His Virgin Birth 
and His bodily Resurrection were no longer ten- 
able. Thus when an ostensibly Christian organi- 
zation insists on being non-credal it may be turned 
into non-Christian or even anti-Christian propa- 
ganda. 


Thornwell insisted that the Church has a creed, 
she does not have opinions, and Dr. Otto Piper 
almost came to the same position at his recent 
conference with our ministers in Macon. But the 
influential Federal Council holds the opposition 
position: the Council boasts that she has no creed, 
but she has bushels of human opinions on social, 
economic, international issues. Prior to the Federal 
Council there was an Evangelical Alliance with an 
evangelical, and perhaps mildly Calvinistic, creed. 
The Federal Council replaced this older credal 
body under its non-credalism of Fosdick’s mod- 
ernism. Consequently, Protestantism offered no 
adequate answer to paganism and Roman Ca- 
tholicism gained new prestige in America. 


It may be said that the Executive Committee of 
the Federal Council, in answer to an overture 
from the Southern Presbyterian Church, did in- 
terpret its formula as affirming the Deity of Christ 
in terms of historic Christianity. This was a good 
step in the right direction. Another good step 
was the rejection of the Universalists under the 
threat of the Presbyterian Church, USA, to with- 
draw if the Universalists were admitted. On the 
other side of the ledger is the statement of former 
President Weigle that no one is empowered to in- 
terpret the formula of anyone else, that each 
Church interprets it for itself, Also on the debit 
side are the terms in which Ex-President Oxnam 
referred to the God of the Old Testament and his 
attack, while President, upon those who teach that 
children are born in sin, thus rejecting Psalm 51 
and the Augustinian doctrine of original sin. There 
is the light way in which the present able lay 
President of the Federal Council spoke of the great 
doctrines of the Faith. There is the persistent ef- 
fort to vote the Universalists into the Council. In 
Atlanta the Universalists are one congregation 
with the Unitarians and advertise in the local 
papers their rejection of the Christ of the creeds. 


Nor is the Federal Council having great success 
in compromising human opinions. At the close of 
their recent National Study Conference on the 
Church and Economie Life one of our representa- 
tives told the Secretary in charge that he felt the 
airing of these divergent opinions would engender 
bitterness of feeling, be disruptive of harmony 
and highly injurious to the best interest of the 
Church in many particulars. 
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As long as we are connected with the Feder!” 
Council it is our duty to seek to make it creda) 7 
America is no more proof against paganism thay!” 
were Germany or Japan. If the great Protestan |) 
denominations are to stand against paganism thei 
instrument—the Federal Council—must becom 
credal. If the denominations fail, God has othe 
hands with which to fight His battles, perhap 
the sects, perhaps Roman Catholicism. If We fail! 
to lift His testimony in the day of battle, we ani! 
our fathers’ houses shall surely be cast away. Arch. | 
bishop Berggrav of Norway found that the Way | ; 
to victory is to go with God into the fray. In the! 
long run, American Protestantism will return t | 
the creeds and fight for the faith they affirm, or | 
perish. Why should not our Church lead the march! | 
for the Faith, the Christian Faith, the Faith glori. | 
ously confessed in the creeds! —Wm. C.R 
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Presbyterian Or 
Independent—Which?P 


A Few Questions 


In the April 23rd issue of The Christian Ob. 
server is an interesting article by the Contribut 
ing Editor entitled, Presbyterian or Independent— 
Which? The historical basis of the article is an 
illuminating account of the Westminster Assembly 
which this writer cordially endorses, When the 
article comes to its application to recent de 
velopments in the Presbyterian Church, USA it 
leaves some questions in the mind of the writer. 


(1) Speaking of the Independent Board of 
Missions which arose as a protest against alleged 
modernism in the official Board of Foreign Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church USA, Dr. Lingle drops 
in the phrase, “of which Dr. Robert E. Speer 
was secretary.”’ Why just this bit of information? 
It leaves the implication that the attack was on 
Dr. Robert E. Speer’s orthodoxy—that it was a 
charge that he was modernistic. Of course, such 
was not the case. The allegation was that the 
Board of Foreign Missions was modernistic in 
spite of Dr. Robert E. Speer. In support of the 
allegation it was pointed out that members of 
the Board, such as Vice-President James M. Speers, 
were Directors of the Laymen’s Foreign Missions 
Inquiry, and that such supporters of Re-thinking 
Missions as Mrs, Pear] Sydenstricker Buck were 
missionaries supported by the USA Board. It has 
since been alleged that the Board’s director, Dr. 
Willis Lamott, and one of its favorite missionaries, 
Dr. Horace Underwood, Jr., have supported shrine 
worship in the Orient. While we boast of no perfect 
record in these matters our General Assembly 
has condemned the Laymen’s Inquiry as “a monu- 
mental folly” miscalled Re-thinking Missions whose 
true title should rather be: “Rejecting Missions 
and Crucifying our Lord afresh.” And under the 
leadership of Dr. Darby Fulton our Executive Com- 
mittee and our Korean missionaries stood four- 
square against shrine Shinto worship. 





(2) Does the Contributing Editor carry through 
his statement of Presbyterianism consistently? He 
says that when issues arise the Presbyterian way 
is for the Church courts, not individuals, to de- 
cide. Three General Assemblies of the USA Church 
decided that certain doctrines were necessary and 
essential for Presbyterian ordination. Against this 
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decision by the highest court of the USA Church 
about 1,300 ministers of the USA Church signed 
the Auburn Affirmation. According to the prin- 
ciple laid down by the Contributing Editor the 
Church courts were right and the Auburn Af- 
firmation by these individuals was wrong. Ought 
not then the Contributing Editor to have defended 
the General Assemblies of the USA Church and 
attacked the Affirmation? On the other hand he 
has written as Contributing Editor in the Christian 
Observer and elsewhere defending the Auburn 
Affirmation. 

Furthermore, the particular man the Contribut- 
ing Editor used in defense of the Auburn Affirma- 
tion was Dr. Henry Sloan Coffin, And yet at the 
General Assembly of 1925, when that court de- 
cided against New York Presbytery for licensing 
two ministers who could not accept the statements 
in Matthew and Luke as to the virgin birth of 
Christ, Dr. Henry Sloan Coffin, as an individual 
and in behalf of the individual commissioners 
from New York Presbytery, read a declaration of 
nullification to the General Assembly. Is it con- 
sistency to defend the nullification of the truth 
of the Virgin Birth of Christ by Dr. Coffin and 
then condemn the nullification of the act of the 
General Assembly against the Independent Board 
of Dr. Machen? Of course, if one wishes to decide 
the matter on personalities he can judge between 
the two men, but if he is speaking on the prin- 
ciple enunciated ought he not either to condemn 
both nullifications or to defend both? In both 
eases individuals put their own opinions against 
acts of the USA Assembly. 


(3) The most important question, however, is 
still to be asked. That is, Has the Contributing 
Editor observed the proper Presbyterian limitation 
to the principles he labels Presbyterian? This week 
Dr. Hromadka of Prague and Princeton is lectur- 
ing at Columbia’s ministers’ week. Over and over 
he insists that the real line of demarcation be- 
tween Roman Catholicism and Protestantism, or 
Presbyterianism in particular, is that Rome identi- 
fies the Church with Jesus Christ and the word 
of the Church with the Word of Christ. On the 
other hand true Presbyterianism distinguishes be- 
tween Christ, the Head and Lord of the Church, 
and the Church. Protestantism subordinates the 
Church to Christ, her Head. She listens to Him, 
she waits upon His Word, she does not rush in 
and mix her words with His Word. As Thornwell 
said, she is His servant not His confidential ad- 
viser. Now has this distinction been observed in 
the article under discussion? Does the article say 
anything at all about the Word of Christ in dis- 
tinction from the word of the Church? 


Our Book of Church Order says that the exer- 
cise of ecclesiastical nower has the divine sanction 
when in conformity with the statutes enacted by 
Christ, the Lawgiver, and when put forth by courts 
appointed thereunto in his Word. (iPar, 19). The 
article by the Contributing Editor stresses the 
courts, but makes no mention of the qualification 
I have underscored, namely, “when in conformity 
with the statute enacted by Christ the Lawgiver.” 
Our Book distinguishes between the power of 
Christ alone to make laws and the power of the 
Church to make only rules or regulations. (Par. 
58). Our definition of an ecclesiastical offence 
strictly limits it to that which is contrary to the 
Word of God. This is the true position of the West- 
minster Confession, XX, Section 2, and of the pe- 
tition that the Westminster Divines offered to par- 
liament asking that their work be accepted. 


Also the Preliminary Principles of the USA As- 
sembly set forth that church power is only minis- 
terial and declarative “that is to say, that the 
Holy Scriptures are the only rule of faith and 
manners, that no church judiciary ought to pretend 
to make laws to bind the conscience in virtue of 
their own authority, and that all their decisions 
ety be founded upon the revealed will of 

od.’ 


Therefore, before justifying the actions of the 
USA Church against the members of the Inde- 
pendent Board, a Southern (Presbyterian, accord- 
ing to his Book of Church Order, should ask: was 
the action “in conformity with the statutes en- 
acted by Christ, the Lawgiver?” Was the alleged 
offense in their principles or practices “against the 
Word of God?” Now the article entitled, Presby- 
terian or Independent—Which, does not show that 
the U.S.A. actions conformed to this fundamental 
principle of Presbyterianism. It does not show con- 
formity to this Presbyterian principle because it 
cannot. I personally examined two of the decisions 
of the U.S.A. Church against members of the Inde- 
pendent Board, namely those against Dr. J. Gre- 
sham Machen and against Dr. Charles Woodbridge, 
and hereby testify that there was not a single pas- 
sage of Scripture either cited or referred to in 
either decree. 


A recent reading of Boehmer’s On the Road to 
Reformation makes it crystal clear that Luther’s 
difference with Rome was that the Reformer 
accepted the sole authority of the Word of God 
while Rome insisted on the equally binding au- 
thority of the Church, The climax of the Reforma- 
tion was Luther’s act in burning the canon law 
(together with the papal bull) at Eyster Gate in 
Wittenberg. The lawyers stood aghast. Luther re- 
turned and told his students that the die was cast 
and the issue clear. He told them that they must 
expect martyrdom as he expected, but that since 
they now knew the Gospel the choice before each 
one of them was: martyrdom or Hell. Luther lived 
in the glory of “jeoparding” his life again and 
again for the sole authority of the Word of God. 


Our Presbyterian Church in the United States 
is not a part of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
because our fathers stood for the sole authority 
of the Lord Jesus Christ as He speaks in His 
Word, against the efforts of the USA Church to 
make her Assembly actions law for Southern Pres- 
byterians. On exactly the same principle Dr. J. 
Gresham Machen a son of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church of the Greshams from Macon, Geor- 
gia and the Machens from Baltimore, Maryland— 
refused to bow to a law passed by the USA As- 
sembly. One may well differ with Dr. Machen as 
to the wisdom of his course (I did and do), but it 
is not good Southern Presbyterianism to defend 
the condemnation of this defender of the faith for 
refusing to bow to man-made church law. It is 
contrary to the principles for which Thornwell, 
Palmer, Dabney, Peck, Robinson and S. B. 
McPheeters left the USA Church. 


Under the impact of the Ecumenical movement 
the Churches today are prepared to listen to what 
other churches have to say as never before. Con- 
sequently, this is the poorest time of all to forget 
the great principles that gave the Protestant 
Reformation and the Southern Presbyterian Church 
birth, and the most glorious time in our history 
to reaffirm the sole Headship and Kingship of 
Christ over His body the Church and to challenge 
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our USA brethren to listen to this testimony of 
the sole authority of His Word, There is one Lord 
in Zion, not two. Today when Continental Protes- 
tantism is reaffirming the Kingship of Christ, let 
us wave again the banner which B. M. Palmer un- 
furled at Augusta in 1861: The mission of the 
Church is to lift throughout the world our testi- 
mony for this Headship of Christ. 





SOCIOLOGY 


By H. Waddell Pratt, D.D. 
Columbia, S. C. 


What are your boys and girls learning if they 
attend a class in Sociology in one of our Col- 
leges or Universities? 


If the text book used is endorsed by the Pro- 
fessor teaching the course, they are not learning 
the true solution of any social problem, I have 
consulted with Ph.D’s in Sociology who are teach- 
ing the subject and they all tell me that there 
is no text book on the subject which discusses it 
from the Christian point of view. 


Some of the text books take the position which 
the head of the department of Sociology in one 
of the southern colleges owned and controlled by 
one of the best denominations in the South, which 
position is never to mention the Bible or any of 
its teachings that relate to the subject of Soci- 
ology. Other text books continually express ideas 
calculated to discredit anything the Bible teaches 
on social] relations. Others go out of their way to 
deny the supernatural and emphasize organic evo- 
ys as the basic principle for meeting the issues 
of life. 


Education, improving environment, providing 
play grounds for youth, better housing, pure food 
laws and many other such things, but never the 
fundamental remedy that members of society must 
be born again and redeemed through the shed 
blood of Christ before any of the problems can 
be successfully solved. No text book on Sociology 
that I have examined even dimly hints at the new 
birth as the real solution of all its problems. 


The greatest need in Education today is for text 
books to be written which harmonize with the Word 
of God. They are needed in Sociology, Psychology, 
Biology, Geology, History, Philosophy, English 
and many other branches. 


_ There is no mystery why doubt of God’s Word 
is growing in our Theological Seminaries, Uni- 
versiies and Colleges. The youth as soon as he 
enters school has his faith in the Bible under- 
mined by many text books he studies, and by the 
time he goes to the higher institutions in learn- 
ing, he is a confirmed doubter. When he goes on 
through these, instead of having his doubts re- 
moved, the text books increase his doubts and he 
comes forth prepared to propagate and defend 
the anti-Christian movements of the day. 


Is your son or your daughter now on the wa 
to such leadership? . 








BOOK REVIEWS 


ES —— 


THE BIBLE AND THE 
AGE OF SCIENCE 


By O. E. Sanden. Published by The Moody Press, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, Ill. Price $1.50. 


For the past two decades O. E. Sanden has 
specialized in the correlation of science and the 
Bible. He has written much upon this subject. 
In so doing he has rendered a constructive service 
to the Christian Church in validating the propo- 
sition that there is absolute harmony between 
the basic truths of historical Christianity and the 
true findings of modern science. He points out 
that there is no real conflict between the super- 
natural and the natural. They are simply two 
different categories. He does not yield to the 
growing tendency to surrender some of the vital 
aspects of Christian doctrine at the shrine of what 
is sometimes called, “the modern view of the 
world.” He also has the courage to defend the 
Christian view of the world without compromise. 
He believes that the Christian view of the world 
is the only tenable one. 


One interesting section of this book deals with 
anthropology. Here we are shown that no scientific 
facts really endanger the Bible doctrine that man 
differs in kind and not merely in degree from the 
lower creatures. We are reminded that man stands 
forth not as the product of nature, but of the 
God Who made him. Dr. Car] G. Morelock of the 
Mayo Clinic has written a foreword to this volume. 
He points out that the author of this book has 
had not only a sound training in theology, but also 
an exceptional scientific education under the tute- 
lage of some of the foremost scientists of this 
country. In addition to this, Dr. Morelock states 
that Mr. Sanden possesses a thorough knowledge 
of scientific facts, a deep understanding of God, 
and a passionate heart for the souls of men. All 
of these qualities are evident in this book. It is 
gratifying to find one who possesses such an ex- 
iensive of scientific information and still retains 
a humble mind, a vigorous faith, and a warm 

eart. 


At the end of each chapter the author has ap- 
pended certain relevant questions and _ supplied 
the answers. Young people especially will find 
these questions and answers illuminating. 


Since there is so much unnecessary confusion 
today on the matter of the extent of the Inspira- 
tion of the Bible it is heartening to read the 
author’s faith on this subject. Speaking of the re- 
liability of the Scripture in all things he declares: 
“I do believe that as they (the authors of the 
Bible) touched on the things of nature the Spirit 
of God inspired them to include the truth and ex- 
clude error, I do regard the first chapter of Genesis 
as God’s record of the creative process, a stand- 
ard of which all other outlines on this subject 
may be profitably compared.” 


Such a book as this fills a real need in the life 
of the high school and college student and is de- 
signed to be the means of confirming faith in the 
Word of God. The fine balance of each of the 
nine chapters, including the appendix on “The 
Atom Bomb” clears the air. This book is there- 
fore a distinct contribution to the proper state- 
ment of the question with which it deals. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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World Revolution 


A Sermon On Acts 17:6 
By Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. 


Austin, Tex. 


The Communistic plan is an_ open secret: it is 
world-revolution. Lenin said: “The dictatorship of 
the proletariat is a relentless struggle with blood- 
shed . . . vaster than any wars between nations.” 
By means fair or foul, by deceit, force, treachery, 
by dissention, by violence, by intrigue, the Com- 
munists have set out to overthrow all capitalistic 
powers and to possess themselves of every govern- 
ment. And Communism’s ideas are the utter oppo- 
site of those of Christianity. It proposes to de- 
stroy religion, liberty, individualism. Christianity 
would unshackle man: Communism would enslave 
him. Christianity would enoble life: Communism 
would degrade it. Christianity would purify so- 
ciety: Communism would corrupt it. Christianity 
would glorify God: Communism would eliminate 
Deity. 


The recent World War brought history to the 
democratic powers and release to multitudes of 
captives. But thousands are still bound in chains 
of ignorance, superstition, fear, totalitarianism, 
paganism. The war of ideas has yet to be won. And 
in such warfare Christianity has an original charge 
from the Great Captain of salvation, to carry the 
message of redemption, liberty, life, peace, to 
every creature, Whereas Christians have been slow 
to obey orders, the arch-foe of Christianity has 
grown to power and is now on the march. 


The text indicates what men thought of early 
Christianity: it is a tribute both ot the obedience 
and the success of the forces of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, as they sought to obey His Great Com- 
mission. World-revolution was Christianity’s pur- 
pose; and in those early times ungodly men were 
afraid it would accomplish its Divine objective. See 
what those lewd fellows, led on by irate Jews said: 
“These that have turned the world upside down 
are come hither also.’”’ Two thoughts arise as we 
consider this sentence: 


I. The opponents’ illusion—an error in fact. 


Il. The reality behind their word—a truth in 
history. 


I. The illusion. Sometimes people speak better 
than they know. These fellows did. Christianity 
was made to conquer and it was conquering be- 
yond their comprehension. But the state of affairs 
In Thessalonica was of long standing; and what 
had continued for long, had become accepted as 
right. Familiarity of custom lends ready convic- 
tion as to the rectitude of a situation. Pope, the 
English poet of more precision in rhyme than in 
truth, expresses this idea: “Whatever is, is right.” 
Doubtless many a time in history the status quo 
has seemed to those accustomed to it, to be di- 
vinely ordered and therefore right. When the in- 
cited crowd of Thessalonica saw things being radi- 
cally changed by Christian men and by Christian 
ideals, they cried out against those responsible for 
= change: their world was being turned upside 





What was that world? The world of the first 
century A.D. was one of selfishness, indifference 
to wrong and to need, a world of callousness, 
cruelty, crime, a world of idolatry, pride, pomp, 
prejudice, corruption in private, opposition in pub- 
lic. It was a time when womanhood was debased, 
when slavery was unrelieved, when war was ac- 
cepted as matter of fact. Therefore when those 
who lived in such a world and had profited by its 
iniquities, saw that Christianity was overthrowing 
it, they protested vehemently, false to fact but 
true to appearance: “These that have turned the 
world upside down are come hither also.” 


See what Christianity was doing. Notice how it 
had condemned the status quo, the state in which 
affairs were. The Book of Acts abounds in illustra- 
tions; and reports of what had been done had come 
to Thessalonica. There was Simon Magus, a fraud, 
practicing witchcraft, rising to eminence, but con- 
demned by the Apostle Peter for his hypocrisy, 
offering to buy the gift of the Holy Spirit. His 
world was turned upside down. There was Elymas 
the sorcerer, seeking to undermine the work of the 
first Christian missionaries, who was sentenced and 
stricken blind for his devilishness, by the Apostle 
Paul’s agency. His world was turned upside down. 
And again, there were the unscruvulous ruffians 
who made gain by the infirmity of the demented 
girl of Philippi. who when she was healed by power 
Divine, found their world turned upside down. Also, 
there were the Jews of Thessalonica who saw a 
company of their own people, and many Greeks, 
and not a few chief women, putting faith in the 
Saviour proclaimed by the Apostle Paul. They 
could not bear the sight: they protested that the 
world was being turned upside down. Once more, 
there were the silversmiths of Ephesus who stirred 
up the mob against the Apostle Paul, because 
Christianity was beating paganism: their world was 
being turned upside down, 


Christianity then meant exposure of hypocrisy; 
and men did not like that. It meant theological re- 
construction; and folk railed against that. It led 
to moral reform; and some went into a frenzy 
over that. It brought religious upset and loss of 
prestige in some quarters; and that sent people 
raving in protest. It entailed financial damage; and 
the losers foamed at the mouth. They saw one and 
all that Christianity was the power condemning 
false religion and immoral] living and social cor- 
ruption and unscrupulous business methods. And 
the iniquitous world in which they lived was being 
wrecked; more than that, all of its ills would have 
been done away completely if Christianity were 
allowed to go in its purity and power. The crowd 
in Thessalonica saw this marvellous revolution; 
and supposing that the world indeed was being 
turned upside down, they were in a furore. But it 
was only their illusion—an error in fact: yet in 
that illusion there was deep reality. 


II. The reality. That which lay behind the events 
which these folk witnessed was an expression of 
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the greatest and most hopeful reality in history— 
the world-revolution of Christianity. But the fact 
is that so far from turning the world upside down, 
these early Christians, by God’s astounding and 
abounding grace, were in very truth not turning 
the world upside down, but were turning the world 
right-side up! For the world of crime and vice and 
greed and sloth and jealousy and callousness— 
that world is a world wrongside up. Christians by 
Divine power were setting it right! To see this 
plainly, note several facts. 


First, there is the purpose of God in the ori- 
ginal creation. The earliest picture of earth is one 
of harmony and peace. The record shows that man 
had God’s image and likeness, and that his do- 
minion, under and in fellowship with God, was one 
promising idyllic concord for all future persons 
and things. The philosopher’s dream of the good, 
the beautiful, the true, was then reality. God’s ori- 
ginal order had all the elements of joy, peace, con- 
tentment, liberty, equality, fraternity. Here was 
ordained true worship, satisfying work, blessed 
love. By these men were indeed to live. Here were 
the germs of church, school, and state, of parental 
training in the home where God dwelt, growth in 
wisdom and stature and in favor with God and 
man, stable and beneficent government, sympathy, 
justice, integrity, helpfulness, brotherly love— 
here was the world of God’s proposal, whose pur- 
pose was to glorify God. And Christianity is the 
— of such a world, in so far as it is prac- 
ticed. 


The second fact which indicates that the world 
into which Christianity came was wrongside up, is 
the common conscience of the race of man. Deep 
down in man’s nature is the feeling that things 
are not right, and that there is an elemental rec- 
titude essential to the existence of things. Prof. 
C. S. Lewis, of Oxford, in his “Case For Chris- 
tianity,” presents this thought with telling effect. 
No matter what the difference in station, or in 
location geographical or temporal, there is an 
underlying moral sense which points to a superior 
Source and binds all men in one. What wrong men 
do is not done just to be doing, but for hope of 
gain or the experience of pleasure. Beastiality, 
cruelty, lust, violence, murder, adultery, thievery— 
only a stultified and corrupted conscience can con- 
sider these right. 


The third fact is the general tenor of Scripture, 
its witness against evil, its exhortation to the good, 
shown in precept, example, injunc‘ion, illustration, 
appeal, threat, promise. And as Christianity seeks 
to redeem the soul, to bless the home, to aid the 
weak, to correct the erring, to build character, to 
uplift the community, to raise the fallen, cheer 
the faint—in a word, to put all things right that 
are wrong, and make life what life was intended 
to be, then a state of affairs opposite to all this is 
wrong, and it must go! The true Christian can 
never be content with it. Christianity is the one 
force that can put the world rightside up, 


_ Now some may say, at one extreme, that Chris- 
tianity’s work is to “complete the number” of the 
elect, allowing the ship to sink: others may go to 
the other extreme and cry that the vessel is all- 
important, and so they may address themselves to 
the social program of redemption. But the fact 
remains that Christianity did in the first century 
what it has done ever since and will continue to 
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do when employed in its full capacity and power 
and purity—it redeems men; it builds hospitals; it 
creates reform movements; it inoculates honor and 
purity, a sense of debtorship, of stewardship, of 
world concern; it leads to a true civil order; it 
makes for four freedoms added to the foremos 
freedom of all—from sin; it brings liberty of con. 
science, a sense of individual worth, and conviction 
of personal accountability to God. And insofar as 
these ideals are actualized, the world of wrong js 
turned upside down! But the world—God’s world— 
is being turned rightside up! 


Christianity then was first in the field for worlt- 
revolution. Its genius and its history is that of in 
dividual regeneration. It is principally and pr: 
marily a personal matter, between a soul and its 
God. Search will discover no lobby in the halls of 
state on the part of organized Christians. There is 
no hint of political wire-pulling, no maneuvering 
of governmental forces, no reform movements save 
as secondary effects. The simple story is that of 
redeemed folk, regenerated persons, and _ revolt- 
tionized communities where such people were 
found. For Christianity was not then and is nt 
now, a political force, or a mere social] movement, 
or an organized governmental clique, or a totali- 
tarian agency. It is the personal, vital, soul 
revolutionizing power of God unto salvation deal- 
ing immediately with the separate units of hv. 
manity: and such remade folk turn the world of 
wrong and error upside down! 


Christians have what Archimedes, the great 
Greek mathematician lacked. He reasoned that if 
he had a place to stand and a fulerum, and 4 
lever long enough, he could move the world. And 
three hundred years later, the strange word o 
the thinker was startlingly if unwittingly fulfilled, 
when in the light of the revolution which the 
Christians of that first century of the Christian 
Era made, the men of Thessalonica cried out: 
“These that have turned the world upside dow 
are come hither also.” 


Here then are two forces, not different 
essence in this century from what they were 
the first: Christianity and Communism: two bids 
for world-revolution. The latter has not a chance 
in this world to win, if the former is allowed 
to do its work. In the light of history and in the 
face of conscience, how can men refuse His lord- 
ship who came that men might have life, and 
reject His grace who brings life everlasting. Be 
lieve on His Name: enter the lists! Christians 
awake! 
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The Books Of Samuel 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the tenth in the series of articles on Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J, Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Originally the books of Samuel formed one undi- 
vided work, and they are thus regarded in the 
present Hebrew manuscripts. When, however, the 
Greek translation known as the Septuagint was 
made, the book was divided into two, and this 
division was adopted in the Latin translation 
known as the Vulgate and finally in the edition of 
the Hebrew Bible printed in 1517. The Septuagint 
treated these books and Kings together, naming 
them the first, second, third and fourth book of 
Kingdoms. But the appropriate title for the present 
books is “The Books of Samuel.” This title is appro- 
priate, since Samuel is the leading character dur- 
ing the first half of the period, and the organizer 
of the kingdom, having been the agent in the 
choice of Saul and David. 


The Purpose Of The 
Books Of Samuel 


The importance of this work lies in the fact 
that it relates the events which produced an out- 
ward change in the form of the theocracy. Hither- 
to, the people had been a theocracy in which God 
was the immediate King. There had been great 
leaders, such as Moses and Joshua and the Judges, 
but there had been no human king over the 
people. The Books of Samuel relate the estab- 
lishment of the human monarchy. For this king 
there is a double preparation. The period of the 
Judges made it clear that there was need for a 
strong ruler, who could unite the people as a na- 
tion and protect it from its foes. Without such a 
ruler the nation was open not only to external at- 
tack, but also to internal weakness and dissen- 
_. Under the Judges this fact had become very 
clear. 


Secondly, the presence of an evil king makes it 
apparent that the people must have a good king 
who will be a man after God’s own heart. This 
lesson was learned under the reign of Saul. Samuel 
was desirous that the human king should not usurp 
the place which rightfully belonged to God. Hence, 
he did all that he could to awaken in this king a 
true and earnest fear of God, and when he failed 
in this attempt, rejected the king as a warning 
to the king’s successors. “It was the divine mission 
of Samuel to see that what was given to the na- 
tion for their salvation should not turn to their 
destruction” (Hengstenberg). 


The Work Of Saul 


It was necessary for the people to learn that 
they must have a good king. This bitter lesson 
had to be learned through the experiences with 
Saul, the first king. Nevertheless, the reign of 
Saul must not be regarded as entirely a failure. 

e was chosen “that he may save my people 
out of the hand of the Philistines” (I Samuel 


9:16b). In this Saul was successful. He did vex 
them sorely. He was a mighty warrior (2 Samuel 
1:17ff.). He did strengthen Israel as an external 
power and raise it to a position such as it had 
not occupied since the days of Joshua. Further- 
more, he did exhibit zeal for the letter of the 
Law (see 1 Samuel 82:9; 14:34). Yet Saul was a 
king without God, 


Saul had come from the tribe of Benjamin, 
and before his election had apparently known 
nothing of David (I Samuel 9:6). At first he gives 
signs of promise, but his true nature appears when 
he commands sacrifice to be offered (I Samuel 
13:13). The nature of this sin was not so much 
that he offered up sacrifice without a priest—if 
that was the case—but that he disobeyed the 
Lord’s command. It may seem that Samuel was 
unnecessarily harsh in his treatment of Saul, but 
had Samuel overlooked this act, Saul would more 
and more have arrogated unto himself the rights 
which belong to God alone. Samuel saw the heart 
of Saul, for he was a Divinely inspired seer. He 
judged therefore with a judgment which had been 
Divinely illuminated. From this time on Saul’s true 
nature becomes more and more apparent. Samuel, 
however, continues quietly working for the king- 
dom of God. 


The Nature Of The Kingship 


Some advocates of a negative criticism insist 
that there are two more or less contradictory 
accounts of the kingship in Samuel. One of these 
seems to present the kingdom as given by the 
LORD, whereas the other regards it as a rejection 
of the Divine will. However, modern negative 
criticism is notoriously weak in exegesis. There are 
not two conflicting accounts of the kingdom in 
Samuel. Rather, the kingdom and also the human 
king is to be regarded from a two-fold standpoint. 


On the one hand, when the people cried for a 
king, they were rejecting the Lord. “—they have 
not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that 
I should reign over them” (I Samuel 8:7b). This 
cry for a king, therefore, arose from motives that 
were not pure. Israel had noticed that other na- 
tions had kings, and she desired to be like the 
peoples around about her, She was a nation which 
placed great store upon material possessions, and 
she blinded herself to the fact that she had the 
most priceless of all possessions, the eternal God 
in her midst. That the people should ery for a king, 
then, was but evidence of the degenerate con- 
dition into which they had come. 


On the other hand, the erection of the kingship 
was in fulfillment of Divine prophecy. ““When thou 
art come into the land which the LORD thy God 
giveth thee, and shalt possess it, and shalt dwell 
therein, and shalt say, I will set a king over me, 
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like as all the nations which are round about me; 
Thou shalt in any wise set him king over thee, 
whom the Lord thy God shalt choose; one from 
among thy brethren shalt thou set king over thee: 
thou mayest not set a stranger over thee, which is 
not thy brother” (Deuteronomy 17:14, 15). It was 
the Divine purpose, therefore, to place over the 
people a king who should typify the Great King to 
come, even the Messiah. Had the people lived in 
simple trust in their God, relying upon Him alone 
for deliverance from foes round about. He, as 
their true King, might have placed at their heads, 
a human King who would, by a godly life, point 
the people toward their true King. However, this 
was not to be. It is because of the sinfulness of 
the people, that we must regard both the king- 
ship and the human king under this two-fold aspect. 


The Throne Of David 


In David the son of Jesse appeared the man 
who was to build up the kingdom and be the man 
after God’s heart. The work of David consisted 
largely in building up and establishing the mon- 
archy, protecting and defending the people from 
the many foes that were round about. It is for this 
reason that we read of David so often engaged in 
battle. It is for this reason also that David was not 
permitted to build the Temple of God. 


When David had finally succeeded in making 
himself secure in the city of Jerusalem he ex- 
pressed the desire that he might also be permitted 
to build a House for the Lord. The thought was in 
itself a noble one, and Nathan the prophet, who 
heard David’s utterance immediately told David 
to go ahead with his plans. However, it was not 
God’s will that David should build the Temple. 
That night the Lord appeared unto Nathan and 
commanded him to go to David and to retract 
his previous message. 


In this incident, the frankness and candor of 
Scripture are clearly shown, It was a humble 
Nathan who came to David, yet this humbler 
Nathan was permitted to utter one of the greatest 
of the Old Testament prophecies. He announced 
to the king that the Lord would establish his throne 
forever. David was to have a son, and this son 
would build the House for the Lord. If this son 
should commit iniquity, he would be chastised, yet 
the Lord would never take His mercy from him, 
and his throne would endure forever. 


This remarkable prophecy (II Samuel 7:12-17) 
has a double reference. In the first place, it must 
refer to Solomon, since Solomon did actually build 
the Temple. In the second place, however. it 
must also refer to Christ, for the prophet expressly 
said, “I will stablish the throne of his kingdom 
for ever” (II Samuel 7:13b). Thus, to David the 
glorious announcement was made that his dynasty 
would endure. The throne upon which he reigned 
was an eternal throne. David, therefore, is the 
type of the great King, even the Messiah. 


Why, however, was David himself not permitted 
to build the Temple. The answer is to be found in 
the fact that the Kingdom of God, for which the 
. Temple would be the visible representation, is in its 
essence peaceful. David, however, was a man of 
war and of blood. “And God said unto me, Thou 
shalt not build a house for my Name, because thou 
hast been a man of war, and hast shed blood” (I 
Chronicles 28:3). The Temple must be built dur- 
ing an era of peace. This took place under Solo- 





mon (the name means PEACE). It would have beg ; 


utterly inappropriate for the Temple to have bee 
built when the country was in the turmoil causy 
by war, Furthermore, it would have been utter) 
impractical. “Thou knowest how that David m|_ 
father could not build a house unto the Name dh 
the Lord his God for the wars which were abo! — 
him on every side, until the Lord put them unde| © 
the soles of his feet” (I Kings 5:3). 


By way of summary then we may say that } 
was the work of David to build up and to establis| — 
the theocratic nation and to make secure its oy. 
ward appearance as a kingdom. The erection ¢ 
the Temple, however, must be reserved for a tim 
when that kinglom is at peace. 


The Authorship Of Samuel 


It must be obvious, since the history in th 
books of Samuel extends far beyond the deat 
of Samuel himself, that he could not have bea 
their author. Nevertheless, there is a Jewish tn. 
dition to the effect that he was the author. It 
true that Samuel himself did write a book an 
laid it up before the Lord (cf. I Samuel 10:25), 
and perhaps this work was used in the canonical 
book of Samuel. It is also possible that part of th 
work may be based upon the book known as the 
History of Samuel the Seer (cf. I Chronicles 
29:29). In all probability the book of Samuel wa 
written after the death of David (2 Samuel 5:5), 
and during the days of the divided kingdom, sinc 
it alludes to the kings of Judah (cf., 1 Sam. 18:16 
27:6, etc.). At the same time, since there is no 
reference to the destruction of the kingdom, it wa 
doubtless written before that tragic event had oe 
curred. Of one thing, at least, we may be sure, 
the author was a prophet, for his book occupies 
the third place in the prophetical histories of th 
Old Testament. 


In conclusion, we may also point out that there 
is a unity of plan and purpose in the books of 
Samuel. However many works may have provided 
the information which they contain, the books of 
Samuel themselves, are, as we now possess then, 
very evidently the work of one man, and are 
written from one viewpoint, To them, therefore, 
we may turn, not to find a sereis of conflicting 
attitudes, but one, harmonious interpretation of 
the life of Israel at this early period. 





Thoughts On The Bible 


“America and its institutions came largely out 
of the Bible, and its future depends to a great 
extent upon keeping this once forbidden book open 
as a guide to its life. 


“One of the best things Americans can do t0 
promote the American way of life is to teach theit 
children to love this book by reading it to them, 
keeping an attractive appearing copy of it where 
it can be seen and read, and familiarizing then- 
selves with its contents so they may guide theif 
children into satisfying and useful lives that will 


promote their happiness and wellbeing, be a source 
of satisfaction to their parents, make them useful 
members of society, and citizens who will guarante¢ 


the future of this nation.” 
—Sidney W. Powell. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For June 1: Judah's 
Unsteady Course 


Scripture: II Kings 18-20; II Chronicles 29, De- 
votional Reading: Psalms 46. 


The course of Judah differed from that of Israel 
in several respects. There was only one dynasty in 
the Southern Kingdom—that of David. While a 
great many of the kings were wicked, there were 
good ones interspersed through all its history who 
brought the people back to God. Under these God- 
fearing rulers spiritual reformations took place 
and the land was purged more or less thoroughly 
from idolatry. The worship of Jehovah was the 
prevailing religion, but it was neglected and cor- 
rupted. Baal-worship never got the hold in Judah 
that it did in Israel. The land was spared over one 
hundred years longer. 


Of these good kings, Hezekiah was one of the 
very best. The forty-sixth Psalm (our devotional 
reading), was probably written to commemorate 
the deliverance of the land from Sennacherib dur- 
ing his reign. All of these good kings, however, 
found God a refuge and strength, a very present 
help in their times of need and trouble. Whenever 
they turned to Him in genuine repentance and led 
their people back to God, He saved them and 
blessed them. 


Hezekiah was the son of the wicked Ahaz, under 
whose reign Judah had been brought very low. His 
mother’s name was Abi, the daughter of Zechariah. 
His mother’s influence, under God, may have been 
the reason for his piety. Mothers are usually men- 
tioned because their influence was very bad, or 
very good. 


Hezekiah Reforms: II Kings 18:1-8. He followed 
in the footsteps of David his father, The land was 
sunk in sin and he had to take drastic steps to re- 
move the emblems and tokens of this idolatry by 
removing the high places, breaking in pieces the 
images, and cutting down the groves. He destroyed 
the brazen serpent that Moses had made, for it 
had become an idol, and called it Nehushtan, a 
“piece of brass.”” How easy for us to make a good 
thing an idol! Is it not being done by millions 
today who use a crucifix, or even a cross of gold, 
as a symbol of our Saviour? Is there not some 
real danger here? 


Hezekiah trusted in the Lord—clave to the 
Lord—and the Lord was with him and made him 
victorious over the Philistines and strong enough 
to rebel against the king of Assyria. 


Hezekiah and the King of Assyria: 18:9-37. In 
the sixth year of Hezekiah’s reign Shalmanezer 
came up against Samaria and carried away the 
northern kingdom. In the fourteenth year Senna- 
cherib came up against all the fenced cities of 
Judah and took them, and levied a heavy tribute 
upon the land, Hezekiah had to give him all the 
treasures in the house of the Lord and in the 
king’s house, even stripping the gold from the 
doors of the temple. 


er 


He also sent messengers who came up to Jeru- 
salem and spake through the Rabshakeh calling 
upon the city to surrender, and declaring that the 
ra had said: “Go up against this land and de- 
stroy it.” 


Hezekiah and the King of Kings: 19:1-37. When 
Hezekiah heard it he rent his clothes, covered him- 
self with sackcloth, went into the house of the 
Lord, and sent word to Isaiah the prophet. Would 
it not be well if our rulers followed his example? 
The house of the Lord is a “sanctuary,” a good 
place to go in our times of need, and a man of 
God, like Isaiah, is a good counsellor. Why should 
our leaders, many of whom profess to be Chris- 
tians, seem to be ashamed of the Church and 
Preachers? 


Isaiah had a most assuring message for the king: 
“Be not afraid ... I will send a blast upon him.” 
The word of God, through the prophet. 


Again, a second time, messengers come from 
the king of Assyria, demanding capitulation. This 
time they bring a letter—a most blasphemous let- 
ter—which the king “spread before the Lord,” and 
prayed a most earnest and beautiful prayer (Verses 
15-19): “Thou art the God, even thou alone, of 
all the kingdoms of the earth ... save thou us out 
of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth 
may know that thou art the Lord God, even thou 
only.” 


In Verses 20-34 we have God’s reply as de- 
livered by Isaiah. It is a most heartening message 
and closes with a very definite and gracious pro- 
mise: “He shall not come into the city, nor shoot 
an arrow there ... by the way that he came, by 
the same shall he return ... for I will defend this 
city, to save it for mine own sake, and for my 
servant David’s sake.” “‘And it came to pass that 
night that the angel of the Lord went out, and 
smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred 
fourscore and five thousand.” (Lord Byron has 
written some fine lines on this great victory: 


= ° ee came down like the wolf on the 

ola, 

And i cohorts were gleaming in purple and 
go ” 


Hezekiah’s Sickness and Recovery: 20:1-11. His 
Failure: 20:12-21. “Set thine house in order; for 
thou shalt die, and not live.” These words sent 
Hezekiah again to the Lord in prayer and in an- 
swer came the promise: “I have heard thy prayer, 
I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on 
the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of 
the Lord. And I will add unto thy days fifteen 
years.” 


A lump of figs was to be laid upon the boil, 
and a sign was given to the king that these prom- 
ises would be kept: “And the prophet cried unto 
the Lord: and he brought the shadow ten degrees 
backward, by which it had gone down in the dial 
of Ahaz,” the sign asked by the king. 


If we compare Verses 12-19 with II Chron. 
32:31 we are forced to the conclusion that Heze- 
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kiah missed a glorious opportunity to witness for 
the Lord “in the business of the ambassadors of 
the princes of Babylon, who sent unto him to en- 
quire of the wonder that was done in the land.” 
Instead of telling these heathen men about the 
true God and all He had done for him and for 
Judah, he shewed them all the treasures of his 
house, and the prophet told him that all these 
treasures would be taken to Babylon, and that his 
children would be slaves in that land. What have 
they seen in thy house? What do people from 
heathen lands see when they come to America? Is 
it God or gold? What do unsaved men and women 
see when they come to Christian homes? Is there 
something to remind them of God, or do they only 
see our fine furniture and fine food? 


Hezekiah’s Cleansing of the Temple: II Chron- 
icles 29:1-19. In the first year of his reign he 
“opened the doors of the house of the Lord, and 
repaired them.”’ Love for God soon shows itself in 
love for His House. He stirred up the priests and 
Levites to begin a general house-cleaning: “And 
they gathered their brethren, and sanctified them- 
selves, and came, according to the commandment 
of the king, by the words of the Lord, to cleanse 
the house of the Lord. And the priests ... brought 
out all the uncleanness that they found in the 
temple of the Lord into the court of the house of 
the Lord. And the Levites took it, to carry it out 
abroad into the brook Kidron.” They finally made 
their report to the king: “‘We have cleaned all the 
house of the Lord.” 


His Great Sacrifices: II Chron. 29:20-36. Love 
for God soon shows itself in Giving and Rejoic- 
ing—the two going together: we are happy when 
we give to Him. Let us notice some expressions: 
“And when the burnt offering began, the song of 
the Lord began (Vs. 27) ... and all the congre- 
gation worshipped, and the singers sang (Vs. 
28) ... And they sang praises with gladness (Vs. 
30) ... And the congregation brought in sacrifices 
and thank offerings; and as many as were of a 
free heart burnt offerings (Vs. 31) ... And also 
the burnt offerings were in abundance (Vs. 
35) ... And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the peo- 
ple, that God had prepared the people: for the 
thing was done suddenly.” 


His Great Passover: II Chron. 30. Hezekiah 
tried to get all Israel, as well as Judah, to take 
part in this great culminating feast, and _ suc- 
ceeded in some degree, for while some laughed 
and mocked, divers came, and the Passover was a 
success, for since the time of Solomon ... there 
was not the like in Jerusalem. 


Lesson For June 8: Religious 
Reforms In Judah 


Scripture: II Kings 22:1 - 23:30. Devotional 
Reading: Psalms 119:33-40. 


There had been several reformers before Josiah, 
notably, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash (as long as Je- 
hoida, his uncle and high priest, lived, who was 
the real ruler), and Hezekiah. Two very wicked 
men, Manasseh and Amon, followed Hezekiah, and 
then we come to Josiah. His was “one of the most 
remarkable reigns in Judah’s history”; though 
only a child of eight when he began to reign, In 
the eighth year he began to seek after the God of 
David. In the twelfth year he started his reforms; 
the year of Jeremiah’s call. “His mother’s name 
was Jedidah’; here again we have a mother’s in- 
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fluence, no doubt, as well as that of others—for 
there was a group of good men surrounding the 
young king, especially Hilkiah the high priest, and 
Shaphan the scribe. Huldah, the prophetess, also 
had her part. It is a great blessing when a “child 
king” has a body of wise and good men and wo. 
men who will advise and help and encourage, and 
when the “child” will listen to those who are older, 





Both things were true in this case. Josiah reigned | 
thirty-one years and “did that which was right in 
the sight of the Lord, and walked in all the way | 


of David his father, and turned not aside to the | 


right hand or to the left.” 


His mightiest reforms which began in _ the 


‘eighteenth year may be divided into several dis. 


tinct yet overlapping parts: 


Repairing the House of the Lord: 22:3-7. As in 
all times of apostasy, God’s House had suffered 
much under Manasseh and Amon. 


The desire to repair the house of the Lord 
started one of the greatest revivals in Judah’s 
history. It is a good sign of love for God and in- 
terest in spiritual matters when people do some- 
thing to clean up and make beautiful their places 
of worship. Whenever you see churches all dilapi- 
dated and dirty and illkept it is always a sign of 
low spiritual life. When David came to Jerusalem 
and saw that he and his people lived in good 
houses, he immediately had a desire to build a 
house for God. Our churches ought at least to 
keep up with our homes in beauty and neatness. 
If we love the Lord, we will love His house. 


The repair work was done very simply, and so 
honest were those who had charge and did the 
work, that there was “no reckoning made with 
them of the money that was delivered into their 
hand, because they dealt faithfully.” This account 
makes pleasant reading. 


Finding the Book of the Law: 22:8-20. “I have 
found the Book.” (Verse 8). It has been sug- 


gested that this was a copy put in the walls by 
Solomon. 


Hilkiah, the high priest, found it, told the news 
to Shaphan, the scribe, who read it and then took 
it to the king and read it to him. It had some tre- 
mendous effects upon them all and upon the nation. 


(1) “He rent his clothes.” This was the cus- 
tomary way of expressing deep grief and peni- 
tence. The words of the book reached his heart. 
Would that the words of “The Book” might reach 
some rulers’ hearts today! 


(2) “Great is the wrath of the Lord.” We stress 
the love of God so much these days that we forget 
His holy wrath. Our God is not only Love, but 
also “a consuming fire”: His anger is real and ter- 
rible. If we realized this, there would be more of 
us who would “sigh and cry” over our sins and 
the sins of our nation. 


(3) “Go, enquire of the Lord for me.” He did 
not fully understand the meaning of these heart- 
searching words of the Book, and sent to the pro- 
phetess Huldah to find out more perfectly. This 
reminds us of the words of Philip to the eunuch, 
“Understandeth thou what thou readest?” and his 
reply, “How can I except some man guide me?” 
God still needs Spirit-filled men and women to ex- 
plain the Bible, It would be a great day for the 
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world if our leaders in this time of crisis would 
consult with those who know God’s Word. They 
eall in “experts” in all other matters; why not try 
to find out what God has to say? 


(4) The message of the prophetess was a sad 
one for the most part. The apostasy had gone too 
far; the sins of Manasseh were too great; God was 
not going to entirely spare the land, but He would 
postpone its captivity until after Josiah had been 
gathered to his fathers. 


(5) “Because thine heart was tender” and thou 
hast humbled thyself before the Lord”: “An hum- 
ble and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not de- 
spice.” These two things—a tender heart, and 
an humble spirit, are most pleasing to God: pride 
and hardness of heart are an abomination to Him. 
May we pray that our hearts may be always 
tender and lowly! 


Josiah Destroys Idolatry in Judah: 23:1-20, Jo- 
siah was an iconoclast. All through these verses 
we find him “breaking down,” and “putting 
down,” “stamping upon,” defiling, slaying, de- 
stroying the visible signs and symbols and means 
of idolatry which had taken such hold upon the 
nation during the preceding reigns. It was a 
thoroughly destructive process. 


As Jeremiah tells us, this is one side of a re- 
form—to break down and destroy the evils of our 
time. Sometimes we feel like imitating Carry Na- 
tion as she went about with her hatchet destroy- 
ing saloons. There are times and occasions when 
we have to use force to combat the enemy. There 
are evils which have to be met by men like Josiah 
who have the authority to tear down the strong 
places where Satan is entrenched. We must not 
be too “‘soft-hearted” and sentimental when deal- 
ing with sin: our Lord had to cleanse the Temple. 
Here was a king, known for his “tender heart,” 
and yet we see him like a flame of devouring fire 
as he fought the deadly sins which were ruining 
Judah. His love for God and for his people drove 
him to this drastic work. “Ye that love the Lord, 
hate evil.” 


In verses 15-18 we have a most interesting bit 
of fulfilled prophecy, If we turn to I Kings 
12:28-38, and 13:3, we have the words of the 
“man of God” which he pronounced against Jero- 
boam because of the altar at Bethel: “Behold a 
child shall be born unto the house of David, 
Josiah by name: and upon thee shall he offer the 
priests of the high places.” See also I Kings 13:11 
and 31, for the words concerning the old prophet. 
Josiah did not stop with his own land but went 
to this place, Bethel, on the border of Ephraim, 
and there fulfilled the words spoken by the 
prophet, “and polluted it, according to the word 
of the Lord which the man of God proclaimed.” 
(Read Verses 15-18) It is interesting to com- 
pare this with Cyrus, who was also named before- 
hand by Isaiah as the one whom God should use 
to bring His people back from captivity. (See 
Isaiah 45:1-4). 


The Great Passover: “Keep the Passover’. 21- 
29. “Surely there was not holden such a Passover 
from the days of the judges that judged Israel, 
nor in all the days of the kings of Israel, nor 
of the kings of Judah.” In II Chronicles 35 we 
have a more complete account of this remarkable 
Passover which was so solemnly observed: “And 
there was no passover like to that kept in Israel 
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from the days of Samuel the prophet; neither did 
all the kings of Israel keep such a passover as 
Josiah kept.” 


In Verse 25 we have God’s estimate of Josiah: 
“And like unto him there was no king before 
him, that turned to the Lord with all his heart, 
and with all his soul, and with all his might, 
according to all the law of Moses; neither after 
him arose there any like him.” 


In closing may we review some of the lessons 
about true reforms, or revivals, which we find 
here: 


(1) Tender hearts—hearts made tender by the 
Spirit ef God—are good starting places for re- 
vivals; broken and contrite hearts. Are our hearts 
like this? 











(2) Caring for, repairing, cleaning up, God's 
House often leads to great spiritual awakening, 
Will our many “building programs” start a rm 
vival? Let us pray that this may be true. 


(3) Finding God’s Word; reading it, listening to 
its message, will start a revival, if it really reache; | 
our hearts. 





(4) Preaching God’s wrath in the right way | 
often brings conviction of sin, Perhaps we need 
a Jonathan Edwards today. 


(5) Wickedness must be “put down.” 


(6) A real revival leads us to keep a feast 
unto the Lord. There is joy and fellowship, 





Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


VESPER TOPICS FOR JUNE 


Introduction For The Month 

No one can properly appreciate and interpret 
the Bible without a thorough knowledge of the 
various literary forms in which it is written. All 
the Vesper topics for this month are designed 
to help us gain some understanding and appreci- 
ation of these various literary forms. As we 
study we should keep in mind the fact that we 
are not seeking these forms for the mere literary 
appreciation alone, but we are seeking to under- 
stand them in order that we may better understand 
and appreciate the spiritual message that God 
intends to bring to us by means of these various 
forms. In each program we should seek to bring 
out the literary form in such a way as to better 
emphasize the spiritual message. 


June 1: Could Adam Sing? 
Introduction 


This question is one of those questions that no 
one can answer positively by turning to a chapter 
and verse, but it is one that stimulates our thinking 
along the lines of music in the Bible, 


Could Adam sing? Before we can answer we 
must first see what music is, what music is in the 
Bible. After we answer these questions we may 


examine Adam’s life and see if he could sing, or 
if not why not. 


The dictionary says that music is “the science 
of harmonic sounds.” That is pretty dead as a 
definition, just like saying that a beautiful violin 


solo is some one pulling a piece of string across 
some dead cat stomach. 


Music is made up of harmonic sounds, but by 
those sounds we seek to express something real 
and beautiful that would otherwise escape us. 
And when we begin to look into music in its deep- 
est and religious use we can say that music is our 


effort to express the inner harmony, beauty and 
order of our universe. 


With this broad idea about music let us look 


into the Bible to see what it has to say about 
music. 


1. The Harmony of the Universe: 38:7. God is 
calling the mind of Job to consider that early 
day when the universe was created, and He speaks 
of the morning stars as singing, vibrating as the 
literal says. As we think of this great universe 
of ours with all of its planets and stars, all in 
motion and vibration, when we remember that 
our ears catch but a few octaves of the many 
octaves of sound above and below our range, how 
could God better express the beauty, harmony, 
and order of our universe? Truly our great uni- 
verse vibrates with the music of the spheres and 
the whole hymn proclaims their creator Divine. 


2. The Harmony of Hearts: Psalms 100:1-2; 
Ephesians 5:18-19. Even as the music of the 
spheres their great original proclaim, so we must 
worship in His presence with singing. But we need 
to remember when we come before Him with sing- 
ing it is not the abjective musical quality of our 
voices that counts, though we should make this 
the best possible, but the thing that counts and 
makes our music acceptable to God is that it 
arise from hearts that are in harmony with God. 
Good musical quality is important, but the abso- 
lute essential is that those who offer the music 
be in harmony with God. How can we be in har- 
mony with God? Can two walk together except 
they be agreed? (Amos 3:3) Those who walk ac- 
cording to their own fleshly desires are at enmity 
with God. (Romans 8:7) Those who think more of 
the friendship with the world than they do the 
approval of God are at odds with God. (James 
4:4) But those who have been reconciled to God 
through Christ (2 Cor. 5:18-19) and who are filled 
with the Holy Sprit can be in harmony with God 
an] make melody in their hearts. (Ephesians 5:18- 
19) Don’t you think we had better examine our- 
selves next time we get ready to sing in church 
and see if there is melody in our hearts? Don’t you 
think this calls for us to look for something more 
than ability to stay on key when we look for 
choir members? 


3. The Harmony of Sounds: When we realize 
that our universe is musical and harmonious be- 
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cause at its heart there is the eternal God of all 
beauty and harmony, and when we come into 
harmonious fellowship with this God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, then we are ready to make a 
joyful noise unto the Lord in song. What sort of 
sound, music shall we use? Look through the Bible 
and see some of the many ways. Jubal began what 
came to be the harp and the organ. (Genesis 4:21). 
In Psalm 150 we have a list of different types with 
which we may praise the Lord. And of course 
our voices, for the people sang on all important 
occasions—victory at the Red Sea (Exodus 15:1); 
at the crowning of kings (1 Kings 1:30-40); with 
the offering of sacrifices (2 Chron. 29:27); at a 
dedication service, (Neh. 12:42); at the first Com- 
munion service (Matt. 26:30); and some day we 
ry} all join in the new song in heaven (Rev. 
4:9). 


Suggestions 


Just as music is an effort to express the beauty 
and harmony of the universe, even so our sacred 
music must be an expression of the life, harmony, 
and glory that we have with God our heavenly 
Father, Do you ever wonder why so many can 
sing “O Johnny How You can Love” with great 
enthusiasism yet go to sleep on some great hymn? 
I’ll tell you why, they know about the fleshly kind 
of love in “O Johnny” but they have never been 
born again and so don’t know a thing about the 
Lord; therefore they have not harmony in their 
hearts to express. This program should be used 
to emphasize the need for having a heart right 
with God in order to sing in a way that will be 
acceptable to God. 


Now for our question—Could Adam Sing? No- 
body knows but now that we know the harmony 
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in the universe and in the human heart that must 
be expressed in real music we can say this: Be- 
fore Adam sinned he could sing those light, 
optimistic melodies about how everything is al- 
right, it’s a beautiful day. When he sinned and 
turned his back on God he could no doubt sing 
some songs that would be like our Negro spirituals 
—slow, melancholy songs that express a deep 
loneliness and desire for deliverance. And after he 
received the first Gospel message of Genesis 3:15 
he could sing the great themes of redemption in 
the tempo of the Hallelujah Chorus. 


There are many ways to develop this program 
—studying the various times music is mentioned in 
the Bible, use and sing some great hymns of the 
church to see how they come from the Bible and 
from spiritual experience, have some musicians 
in the group illustrate actually the Bible refer- 
ences. But however you handle it be sure to empha- 
size the need for spiritual harmony in the heart 
% — any kind of music acceptable in the 
church. 


June 8: Why Do Good Men Suffer? 
Introduction 


Have you been reading lately about how many 
folks are getting upset about Hollywood? Preach- 
ers, doctors, lawyers, educators, ‘judges, all have 
been calling for a clean up. Where there is so 
much smoke there must be some fire. Why is this? 


Everybody loves a drama, and when anyone 
enjoys a drama it is because they sit down and 
project themselves into the role of the hero and 
go through emotionally all that he endures, and 
they cast all their hatred at the villain. Remem- 
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ber how we all used to swoon and sigh when the 
hero and heroine were together, and we began 
to hiss when the villain came sneaking in through 
the rear? When we begin to examine the standards 
of Hollywood we see that the great bulk of their 
pictures present an enormous amount of crime, 
sex, and whiskey, and in such a way that to enjoy 
the show we must project ourselves and go through 
emotionally the experience of the actors. Thus we 
leave tired out emotionally and if we are on the 
neurotic side we try out what we saw, just as a 
little boy killed his pal the other day when he 
tried to re-enact a movie scene. Movies then are 
hurting us, all these people say, because it takes 
us through a false type of experience and makes 
us emotionally live for two hours by standards 
that just don’t work that way. 


It is too bad that we have to be fooled into 
such a cheap and false drama that way, for in the 
Bible we find some of the world’s best drama— 
and as we project ourselves into that drama we 
emotionally go through some of the greatest truths 
of human existence and come out strengthened 
for life. 


Let’s take the drama of Job for example. Today 
there are more people in the world who are suffer- 
ing than there are those who do not. We young 
people of America are the privileged few of the 
world, In Europe there are countless numbers of 
people who are separated from home, friends, 
loved ones—without enough food to keep them 
healthy or enough clothes and fuel to keep them 
warm. They are suffering terribly, sitting on top 
of the ruins and debris that was once mighty 
Europe. 


In the Patriarchial days of the world’s history 
there was a man who was a mighty man of his 
day, but he lost everything that he had. In the 
Bible we find him sitting on an ash heap, and 
around him are comforters who speak pious plati- 
tudes and open falsehoods to him, even as we do 
to others in need today. Then Almighty God comes 
‘down to the ash heap and stops the mouths of 
the false friends and stills the heart of the suf- 
fering man. Then when God is through the man 
finds victory over his suffering and by his suf- 
fering comes to know God face to face. Is that not 
what people need today? Why is there this suf- 
fering in the world? Live through the drama and 
find the answer. This ancient drama is as modern 
as today and its needs. 


Presbyterian Youth gives a series of scenes and 
appropriate dialogue for putting on the drama with 
oriental costumes. This would be good, or you 
might put on the drama by making the scene the 
debris of some ruin in Europe today, and by the 
costumes make the young people those just like 
you and me, young people who are suffering over 
there. This could be done with the proper amount 
of work. 

Scripture Outline 


You will have to get your dialogue from Pres- 
byterian Youth or work it up yourself. But if you 
want to get a picture of the book as a whole here 
is the outline of Julian Price Love in his excellent 
book “‘How to Read the Bible.” 


1. Prologue in prose: the problem of righteous- 
ness. Chapter 1-2. 


2. First Cycle of Debate: the problem of suf- 
fering. Chapters 3-14. (New speeches: begin at 
Chapters 4, 6, 8, 9, 11, 12). 


a 
cd 


3. Second Cycle of Debate: the problem of sin 
and suffering Chapter 15-21. (New speeches: be- 
gin at Chapters 18, 19, 20, 21). 


4. Third Cycle of Debate: the problem of pre- 
sumptuousness. Chapters 22-31. (New speeches: 
begin at Chapters 23, 25, 27, 28, 29). 


5. Elihu, the Young Man of Cunning, Speaks: 
Chapters 32-37). (New speeches: begin at Chap- 
ters 34, 35, 36). 


6. The Lord Humbles Job: 38:1 - 42:6, (Should 
not be broken because of grandeur). 


7. Epilogue in prose: the reward of Job. Job 
42:7-16). 


Suggestions 


However you handle the program don’t miss 
the point. After his suffering and humbling at 
the hand of the Lord Job said, “I have heard of 
thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye 
seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself and repent 
in dust and ashes.” (Job 42:5-6). Job was like 
many of us young people, he had heard a lot about 
God and believed it, but he did not know God 
face to face. Through his suffering he came to 
know God personally. Maybe it will take the same 
to lead us to really know God. Why do good men 
suffer? Many answers may be given, but none 
exhausts the question. But this we know. God per- 
mits the suffering that through it we might be 
brought closer to Him and by it be made vic- 
torious. 

en ee 


Great Christian Books. By Hugh Martin. Pub- 
lished by The Westminster Press, Witherspoon 
Building, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $1.50. 


Dr, Martin has produced a good book about 
great books. He selected seven of the classic books 
of the Chrisiian faith for consideration. In this 
volume he introduces us to such stalwart Chris- 
tians as Augustine, Samuel Rutherford, Brother 
Lawrence, John Bunyan, William Law, William 
Carey, and Robert Browning. He includes both 
biographical data and comments upon their classi- 
cal statements of Christian truth and life. 


Most of these seven books may be called old, but 
the judgment of men will sustain the judgment of 
Dr. Martin in selecting at least the majority of 
these books. The author gives enough quotations 
from the original writings to whet the appetite 
of the reader to desire more and therefore send 
him to the original works. The reading of this 
volume will impress our minds afresh with the fact 
that the influence of books can scarcely be exag- 
gerated. We shall also be impressed by the fact 
that we have these great books because first of 
all God has given us the Bible. The Bible has 
kindled the great Christian flame of truth that has 
warmed the hearts of every generation of the 
Christian era. —John R. Richardson. 





WHICH ROAD AND WHITHER 
By Vernon W. Patterson 


This article, which appeared in the May 1, 1947, 
issue of The Journal, was so enthusiastically re- 
ceived that it is being reprinted in booklet form, 
16 pages and art cover. These are available at 5c 
each or four dollars per hundred postpaid. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
Weaverville, N.C. - 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


A Call To Prayer For The 
General Assembly 


The eighty-seventh meeting of the General As- 
sembly of our Church will convene in Montreat, 
N. C., on the evening of Thursday, May 29, 1947. 
Matters of far-reaching significance will be before 
that Assembly. Let the women of the Church 
undergird with their daily prayers, the Moderator, 
the Stated Clerk, and the Commissioners, that God’s 
Spirit may prevail in every session and the Church 
be led forward in the will of Christ. 


a 


The 1947 Birthday Gift: A Love-Bond 
By Ruth G. Dean* 


Surely the leading of the Spirit was shown in a 
special way when the Woman’s Advisory Com- 
mittee, in its meeting in July, 1946, chose the 
Birthday Objective for this year, writing into the 
Minutes the following: 


“Being profoundly moved by the suffering of the 
Christian people in the Orient and by the drastic 
losses sustained in the Christian work there, 
and earnestly desiring to help these fellow Chris- 
tians in some definite way, we feel there is nothing 
more timely, nor more in keeping with the spirit 
of our Birthday Gifts, than to designate as our 
1947 Birthday Objective some phases of the work 
of reconstruction in the Orient.” 


This Birthday gift will be divided between our 
Missions in China, Japan, and Korea—one-half 
for China, one-fourth for Japan, and one-fourth 
for Korea—with the provision for its use for 
projects which will minister largely to women and 
children, and in some instances to objectives which 
were beneficiaries to former Birthday Offerings. 


Dr. H. Kerr Taylor has said: “By bombings 
and battles, through misuse and nonuse, much of 
the equipment of our Church in China, Japan and 
Korea during these war years has been reduced 
to rubble or to the urgent necessity of repair 
or reconstruction. But the work goes on! ... 
Missionary residences must be restored, Hospital 
wards and classrooms in schools must be opened 
again. New and abundant literature must be cre- 
ated to meet the unprecedented demands of these 
days. Teachers and evangelists, nurses and kinder- 
= leaders, all must be provided in large num- 
ers.” 


Again, let us take a “look-see,” not at the 
“queer things’ in the missionaries’ homes, as one 
Oriental expressed it, but at the conditions of 
the property of the Church and the needs of 
the people in Korea, Japan and China. 


Korea, the buffer state between China and 
Japan, is today free of the menace that for so 
long hung over the Church there. All Japanese 
have returned to Japan. But Korea has been left 
prostrate economically. Added to this is the in- 
flation of the hangover currency left by the Japa- 





nese, which makes restoration of mission build- 
ings and support of all mission work very costly. 
“Building materials such as glass, cement, nails, 
plumbing, and wiring cannot be bought at any 
price.” In the face of all this, the Korean Church, 
fewer in members and leadership, but stronger 
spiritually, is reopening its doors and, as far as 
possible, resuming work in the Bible schools. 


In China, still torn with strife internally, de- 
struction, devastation, for some even starvation, 
are everywhere. Let us take a look at the Tsing- 
kiangpu Bible School where part of the Birthday 
Offering will be used. The brick walls are still 
standing, but doors, windows, in fact, all wood 
work, have been terribly damaged. And so it is 
with churches and hospitals all over the land. Of 
the ten hospitals of our Church in China, three 
were completely destroyed, the fourth partly 
burned, and all badly damaged. With so much to 
defeat and discourage, however, the Church in 
China held fast! In this land so cruelly ravaged, 
Christians are bringing sacrificial gifts to return- 
ing missionaries. 


What of Japan, the defeated aggressor? There, 
too, in some areas, devastation reigns. In Nagoya, 
so heavily bombed by our own country, the Golden 
Castle College was held in the hollow of God’s 
hand. Dr. Charles A. Logan, former missionary to 
Japan, said of it: “Our Lord Jesus Christ looked 
down upon Gloria Hall (of Golden Castle College), 
the gift to Him of the Woman’s Auxiliary, put His 
Hand over it and said, ‘This is too good to burn.’ 
Then He worked a miracle to save it.’ The peo- 
ple of Japan accept the responsibility of their war- 
guilt. The Christians of Japan are asking the for- 
giveness of the Christians of the world. God: is 
giving to the Church in Japan a glorious oppor- 
tunity. He is giving the Church in America a sec- 
ond chance. Christian schools have reopened in 
Japan and the Church there has launched a “Three 
Million Souls for Christ Campaign.” 


“The work goes on!” Attitudes are changing. 
Discourtesy and cynicism are giving way to Chris- 
tian love. There is an urgent call for Bible teach- 
ers. Christians of the Church in the Orient are 
giving sacrificially that churches may be built and 
repaired and work begun anew. Non-Christians 
are being drawn irresistibly to appreciate the 
ways of Christianity. A non-Christian Japanese sol- 
dier, after contact with Christians under the fire 
of war, urged that the world’s greatest need is 
a universal language and a universal book. He 
pointed out that the world has a universal book— 
the Bible—which he pleaded to have taught in all 
schools throughout the world. 


What can the 1947 Birthday Offering do? It can 
give a Christian press, for unless Christian edu- 
cation is given the youth of today, tomorrow holds 
greater peril than ever before faced by the world. 
It can help the women of China learn to read their 
Bibles through the phonetic system in three weeks. 
It can give Bible women opportunity for training. 
It can open kindergarten schools, giving little chil- 
dren the knowledge of Christ’s love. It can build 
a model home giving those in Haichow, Hsuchowfu, 
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Kiangyin, and Tsingkiangpu the inspiration of such 
an institution. It can give to the women and chil- 
dren of Japan the knowledge of the abiding love 
of Jesus and the confidence of the love-bond with 
Christian women in America. It can give to Korean 
women the glorious freedom in Christ through the 
reopening and equipping of Bible Schools and 
preparation and publishing of literature on the 
care and training of children and the development 
of the Christian home. 


All that we can give can only be a drop in 
the bucket toward the tremendous task of recon- 
struction and rehabilitation of our Church’s work 
in valiant Korea, struggling China, and in the new, 
humble Japan. Let us express our love by doubling, 
yes, even tripling our gifts since the Birthday Of- 
fering this year must needs be even much larger 
than that of last vear if we would begin to ac- 
complish this love-task our Lord has given us. 


How precious is our privilege in sharing in 
this twenty-fifth observance of the Woman’s Aux- 
iliary Birthday! How glorious to share in this 
strengthening of our Saviour’s love-bond with our 
Oriental sisters in Christ! 


*Mrs. H. C. Dean, former President of the Wom- 
an’s Auxiliary, Synod of Georgia. 





Lest We Forget! 


By Miss Jean Forsythe 
Versailles, Ky. 


In the year 1773 a company of men left Botte- 
tork County, Virginia, to journey to the land 
made famous by that prince of pioneers, Daniel 
Boone. Now and then they had heard from vari- 
ous sources of this fabulous land of Kaintuck. 


The journey, so long and difficult, climbing 
the mountains on foot and crossing the rivers, 


was no easy task, Inspired by what lay beyond they 
pressed on. 


At last they reached their goal. It was all and 
more than one could wish. Great herds of buffalo 
had hewed out trails to the salt licks. Great 
forest trees covered rich soi] with years and years 
of leafy deposits; fields that had never been culti- 
vated waited for men to come and gather their 
harvest. So they staked their claims and hastened 
back to their homes in Virginia to bring their 
families. 


Going back was even more difficult than the 
exploration of the new country. Journeying day 
after day their feet became sore and their muscles 
weary from climbing the mountains. Torn by 
briars their flesh was cut and bruised. For two 
days they had had no food or water. Overcome, 
they had reached a place of desolation and silence 
crossing Chirch Mountain. No sound of bird note, 
no sound of singing brook, no sign of life was 
visible in this place of desolation. Exhausted, they 
felt the end of the journey had come. One of the 
party, Robert McAfee, with his remaining strength 
pressed on about a quarter of a mile. There 
standing on a ledge of rock, poised with head in 
the air, stood a beautiful deer. With one shot 
Robert McAfee pierced his heart and death that 
stalked that noble band of pioneers passed by and 
laid low the deer. 
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HERE IT IS! 


Toccoa FALLs INSTITUTE 


(Toccoa Falls, Ga.) 


(Where Character Is Developed 
With Intellect) 
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Christian Worker’s Bible Course ...... 2 years ¢ 
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Toccoa Falls Schools offer an unusual oppor- 
tunity to young men and women of good 
character, who want to finish High School, or § 
prepare for full-time Christian Service. 


Special attention is given to discharged ser- 3 
vice men. 


Being a corporation, not for profit, the cost § 
is reduced to a minimum. 4 


For further information address: 


Dr. R. A. Forrest, President 3 


Toccoa Falls Institute Toccoa Falls, Ga. 3 





Cheered by the prospect of food, not far away 
from the place where the deer fell, they found 
water, Partaking of food and water and after a 
short rest they again resumed their journey and 
finally reached home and friends and loved ones. 


Later on they moved their families into Ken- 
tucky, built their cabins and with gun in one 
hand and a hoe in the other they carved out a 
living for the first year or two in the wilderness. 


Remembering the care of a loving Father in 
sparing their lives in the wilderness journey, they 
built a church where they might worship and 
praise Him. 


In 1784 Providence Church was built in Mercer 
County. Today that church is still — 
to all who enter it the faith of those Godly men. 


Out of Providence Church have gone preachers, 
college presidents, missionaries, Christian doctors 
and lawyers, godly mothers and fathers who have 
blessed succeeding generations. Some, like the 
pioneers from whom they sprang, left home and 
friends and loved ones to go into the darkness 
of lands without the knowledge of God. There, 
under difficulties they have ministered to the 
sick, to the lepers, and to those who live in fear 
of evil spirits. 


Would it not be a fitting tribute to the Godly 
men and women of the past who have served the 
Southern Presbyterian Church to preserve the 
heritage that has been left to us? As we look back 
upon the history of our Church in the beautiful 
story of God’s loving care of it may we keep it 
and present it to Him to keep for us in the future 
that He might gather it to Himself. 


I for one would like to keep our Church as it 
was. That little church has been the guiding 
star of my family through more than one hundred 
and sixty-three years—my great grand father, 
my grandfather, my father and mother all wor- 
shipped in it with their families. Surely when the 
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CHRISTIANITY RIGHTLY SO CALLED 


By Samuel G. Craig 


The aim of this book is to distinguish between Christianity and its counterfeits in a manner under- 
standable by the man in the pew as well as the man in the pulpit. Its occasion is the diversity of 
answers being given to the question: What Is Christianity? 


CHAPTER TITLES 


1. Definition of Christianity. 

II. Christianity and History. 

Ill. The Essential Content of Christianity. 
IV. Christianity and the Supernatural. 

V. Christianity, Facts and Doctrines. 


VI. Objective and Subjective Christianity. 

VII. Christianity and Conduct. 

VIII. Christianity and the Bible. 

IX. Deformations and Falsifications of Christianity. 
X. The Truth and Finality of Christianity. 


“Important as expressing Protestant fundamentals without the ‘isms.’”» — New York Times. “This is not only a book that 
should have been written and published but it ought to be read and pondered by professors, students, ministers, and laymen. 
The style is crystal clear.”” — Christendom (Dr. G. W. Richards). “Dr. Craig’s book is characterized by a masterful combi- 
nation of width and definitions, born out of a living faith and a statesmanlike view of the Protestant Churches at the 
present juncture of history.” — The Presbyterian (Prof. O. A. Piper). “It would be difficult to say too much in praise of 
this book. The entire work is excellent from beginning to end.”” — Moody Monthly. 


270 PAGES — $2.00 


Book will be mailed postpaid on receipt of price or may be ordered through your book store. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN & REFORMED PUBLISHING CO. 
526 LOCUST STREET — PHILADELPHIA 6, PA. 

















Word of God in its beauty and its truth has been 
proclaimed from one pulpit for so many years 
God must still want the Southern Church to re- 
main true and faithful to Him; He still wants men 
to stand in its pulpits and elders, deacons, and 
members who sit in its pews who will defend it and 
preserve it. 


If you believe God has used this Church for His 
glory in the past and will continue to use it, if 
our ministers preach the unsearchable riches of 
Jesus Christ as He has revealed Himself in His 
Holy Word, then why not vote to retain it a 
separate Church? Should we unite with some other 
Church or denomination, it will not be union only. 
In the course of time our Church will be lost in the 
larger numbers of some form of union and we 
will leave to posterity the remembrance that we 
failed God and those who laid down their lives to 
build the Church in the Wilderness. 


I believe there are many, a majority, who would 
love to retain the Southern Presbyterian Church 
because it has been home to them for so many 
years. Their earliest religious training began in 
it, their children have been baptised and married 
in it, their loved ones have died in the faith 
In it. 


We would love to retain it a separated Church 
because of its field as a great Home Mission 
Church, When the years were darkest, faithful 
and Godly men had a vision of the needs of the 
people who sat in darkness. When the South was 
torn and bleeding the Southern Presbyterian 
Church launched out into the deep and began its 
Foreign Mission work. 





A 


Another war has demonstrated the hatred of 
Satan for its testimony to the Saving Grace 
of Jesus Christ in our foreign work. It would 
demonstrate to the people of Korea, China, and 
Japan if we returned to them in their hour of need 
that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever. 


If we lose our Church we can never obtain it 
again. I earnestly pray we will keep our God- 
given inheritance. Let us keep the faith as it has 
been entrusted to us. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church of today has 
the greatest opportunit~ for service that has ever 
been granted it. Great industrial awakening has 
come to our Southland bringing in new people. 
Great war plants brought thousands and thou- 
sands of displaced persons into the borders of the 
South. We have beautiful churches, fine ministers, 
and great opportunities. Are we willing in the face 
of these opportunities to continue to spend our 
time in the meetings of our General Assembly 
discussion union with some other church causing 
more and more divisions in the Church? 


Our Church stands at the cross-roads of destiny. 
What will you do about it? The forces of evil are 
as cruel and fiendish as the dark skinned savage 
who hid in the shadows of the forest when that 
Church was built in the wilderness in 1784. I 
pray we will not take the wrong road and be left 
when the forces of evil gather for that next great 
war. 


The mission of the Church is to preach the 
Gospel. A King shal] reign in righteousness and 
the effect of righteousness will be peace. The 
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MONTREAT HIGH SCHOOL 
AND COLLEGE COURSES 


Accredited. Liberal arts, bus. ed., music, dra- 
matics, religious ed. A.B., B.S. degrees. Sports. 
Rate $320.00. Self-help scholarships. Catalog. 

DR. MARGARET SPENCER, DEAN . 
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Government shall be upon His shoulders and His 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, The Prince 
of Peace, (Isaiah 9:6-7). 


Will you not, if you love your Church and its 
great heritage, its present opportunity, and the 
promises of God, send men to our General As- 
sembly who will vote to retain our Church as a 
Church dedicated to the preaching of the Gospel? 
Then when He comes we shall receive the Lord’s 
commendation, “Well done, good and faithful ser- 
vant. Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 





Report Of The Meeting Of The 
Augusta Presbyterial 


The Woman’s Auxiliary of the Presbytery of 
Augusta, Ga., held its forty-eighth annual meeting 
at the Presbyterian Church at Waynesboro, Ga., 
April 10-11. Mrs. Lloyd Lewis, of Greensboro, Ga., 
Presbyterial President. presided, with Mrs. R. L. 
Currie, of Augusta, Ga., Vice4President, and Mrs. 


F. T. Corry, of Siloam, Ga., Recording Secretary, 
assisting. 


The meeting opened with a devotional service 
conducted by Mrs. C. Babers Rhodes. Miss Aline 
Clayton, of Decatur, Ga., gave inspiring Bible 
Studies on “The Gospel According To Matthew.” 


Miss Eleanor Wu, of Shanghai, China, brought 
an appealing message of China and its people’s 
need for Christ and His Saving Grace. We all re- 
joiced in this wonderful opportunity to hear one 
who was the product of Missions in China. She ex- 
pressed gratitude for the message of salvation 


ne sent to China, and challenged all who heard 
er. 


The evening session consisted of greetings from 
the Presbytery by the Rev. B. Herman Dillard, 
Chairman of Woman’s Work in the Prsebytery of 


Augusta; he also had charge of the communion 
service. 


Rev. Cecil Thompson, of Columbia Seminary, 
gave a stirring address. His subject was “Steeples 
And Peoples.” He made a strong appeal for evan- 
gelistic effort. 


Mrs. E. L. Secrest, Synodical President, stressed 
the Synodical Training School to be held at Wes- 
leyan College, Macon, Ga., July 14-21. fs 


FOCI III III II II II IIASA IA IAAT 


» 
OUR CHILDREN WENT? 
CRAZY WITH JOY 


A Hebrew Christian father writes from 
Poland: 


“Last week we received three parcels from 
you containing food and clothing and even 
some toys for the children. 


“One of the parcels contained a little rub- 
ber doll, among other things, and our chil- 
dren simply went crazy with joy. For years 
they have had no toys. We danced together 
with them sharing their happiness, and tears 
of joy came to our eyes. 


“Dear Pastor, when your help first arrived 
we were in the most dreadful situation, ex- 
hausted by years of inhuman suffering, and 
in addition our little girl was down with ty- 
phoid fever for seven weeks. At such a time 
our Crucified Saviour stretched out His mer- 
ciful hands to us through His disciples in 
America and rescued us unworthy ones. 


“Please convey to all the dear friends of 
your Society our most fervent gratitude for 
the constant and effective help which pulled 
us through this most difficult situation. Daily 


we pray for you and for all the friends of 
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your Society. May our Heavenly Father be 
gracious and bless you all.” 
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Hundreds of such pathetic letters come to 
us constantly from every part of Europe and 
other countries, from people praising God for 
the help received, or pouring out their hearts 
full of sorrow and agony. Your gift to The 
Friends of Israel Missionary & Relief Society 
will be a blessing—an investment which will 
bring joy, comfort and revival of faith and 
hope to multitudes of Hebrew Christians and 
Jewish people. Please write to: 


The Friends Of Israel Missionary 
And Relief Society, Inc. 


728-B Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


President ............................ Joseph M. Steele 
Treasurer .................... Dr, Joseph T. Britan 
General Secretary .... Rev. Victor Buksbazen 
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Treasurer For Canada 
Rev. P. S. Dobson, M.A., D.D. 
Principal, Alma College 
St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, Israel My Glory, sent 
to all contributors and also on request. 
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General Church News 


Montreat College And 


Amended Charter 


By Dr. R. C. Anderson 
President 


Many of the friends of Montreat College will 
naturally ask why the college at this time was 
changed into an affiliated church college. 


First: The change made was not a matter of 
policy but one of necessity to save the institution. 
Those who had assumed the financial responsi- 
bility for the up-building and maintainance of 
the institution were fading out of the picture 


and no church court, no individual and no group 
of individuals could be found who would assume 


the financial support of the institution in its pres- 
ent condition. 


Second: The college was in the act of passing 
from a Junior to a Senior college and much larger 
capital had to be provided for its development and 
support. 


Third: The policy of the General Assembly has 
never been to support, maintain or control church 
schools or colleges and the changing nature of the 
Assembly each year was not a stable basis on which 
the college could safely rest. 


Fourth: There was reasonable hope that suf- 
ficient funds could be secured for operating the 
college as a “church-affiliated” college, safely 
guarded by the provisions of the charter and pro- 
visions made in foundations for its support—these 
provisions making it perfectly secure as a Chris- 
tian college to carry on the work it is now doing 
for and in behalf of the church. 


Fifth: It is believed that the Mountain Retreat 
Association, occupying the Montreat grounds and 
buildings for its conference purposes and for the 
meeting of the Assembly in the summer and the 
college occupying the grounds and buildings in the 
winter, with the same President, guided by the 
same spirit, each mutually helpful one to the 
other, will accomplish the same work in a greater, 
better and more secure way for both the Asso- 
ciation and the college. 


The late and beloved Dr. R. F. Campbell, who 
had been Chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
the college from the beginning and who had also 
been a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Mountain Retreat Association from the beginning, 
said: “Montreat College is an orphan.” And after 
mature, careful and earnest consideration of all 
facts, he believed, with others, that it was wise 
and right to make the change as was done. 


It was for such reasons that the action was 
unanimous in both Boards. 


Dr. K. J. Foreman Elected To Chair 
Of Doctrinal Theology 


Davidson, N. C., April 24.—Dr. Kenneth J. Fore- 
man, Davidson College professor, has been elected 
to the chair of Doctrinal Theology at the Louis- 
ville Seminary, Louisville, Ky., according to an 
announcement made by President Frank H. Cald- 
well, who explained that the election is subject 
to formal ratification by the Board of Directors 
at its annual meeting in May. 


A native of New York State, Dr. Foreman has 
been a member of the faculty at Davidson since 
1922, serving first as Professor of Bible and 
German, and since 1924 as Professor of Bible 
and Philosophy. He is a graduate of the Davidson 
College Class of 1911 and was further trained 
at Princeton University and Seminary, Union Semi- 
nary in Richmond, Va., and at Yale University, 
where he earned his Ph.D. degree. 


——_—_=>--—__—- 


News From Arkansas College 


Recently compiled figures show an overall en- 
rollment of more than 600 persons during the past 
nine months. At present the enrollment of regular 
full-time college students is 316, of whom 124 are 
veterans. The administration is planning for a 
continued growth each term until approximately 
500 regular students are enrolled. 


In order to accommodate the recent large in- 
crease in students a number of staff and faculty 
members have been added. The Rev. Bruce C. 
Boney, D.D., formerly at Jackson, Mo., is the new 
business manager, and Dr. John Crockett, formerly 
at Forsythe, Mo., is the head of the Bible De- 
partment, 


Two Wes.minster Choir College graduates have 
been added to the Music Department. These are 
Miss Dorothy Hope Landis, as head, and Miss Ona 
Schreiner, as instructor in piano and organ. This 
year Mrs. Inez Bishop, formerly at Pine Bluff, 
Ark., is in charge of the college library. 


Good progress is being made on the campaign 
to raise $543,000 for the needs of the college. Most 
Presbyterian churches in the Synod of Arkansas 
are backing the drive for funds to enable the 
college to add buildings, equipment and endow- 
ment. A gymnasium is now under construction, and 
will be completed this summer. An Educational 
Building will be erected as soon as funds and ma- 
terials are available. A total of $200,000 will be 
added to the endowment funds at the completion 
of the campaign. Success of the drive will enable 
the administration to move all college activities to 
the new campus. 


The playing of college intercollegiate football 
will be resumed this fall after a lapse of 12 years. 
A new coach has been secured, and with the new 
gym great progress in sports is anticipated. 


ty 
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Columbia Theological Seminary 
Rural Pastors’ Conference 


Atlanta, Ga., April 22.—One of the mogt 
significant church conferences of recent days will 
be the Rural Pastors’ conference which will be held 
at Coluntbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., 
April 21-26. The Rev. Cecil Thompson, head of 
the Department of Evangelism and Church Exten- 
sion, has arranged the conference program, which 
will be conducted under his supervision, 


A large number of rural pastors from twenty- 
eight presbyteries in the synod of Mississippi, Ala- 
bama, Georgia, South Carolina and Florida will 
attend the conference which will be in the nature 
of a forward-looking session. Speakers and dis- 
cussion leaders will include some of the outstand- 
ing leaders in the field of rural church work and 
agriculture. 


One of the most significant problems today in 
the Protestant Church is that of the rural church 
areas, the Reverend Mr. Thompson said. ‘Presby- 
terians are now facing up to the task of the rural 
church in the South and its problems and needs,” 
he said, pointing out that one of the matters to be 
proposed at this conference will be a ‘Presby- 
terian Rural Church Fellowship throughout the 
South which will enrich the program of activity 
in the rural churches and also give wider train- 
ing and study to men who wish to become leaders 
in Home Mission and rural pastorates.” 


In addition to the Reverend Mr. Thompson, lead- 
ers who will participate in the conference include 
Professor Ear] Brewer of the School of Theology, 
Emory University, Atlanta, Ga.; the Rev. C. A. 
Calcote, Birmingham, Ala.; the Rev. Curtis Mat- 
thews, Hemingway, S. C.; Dr. R. L. Landis, Jack- 
son, Miss., and the Rev. James M. Carr, Knoxville, 
Tenn. These men all are leaders in rural church 
work. 

The following agricultural experis are to be 
on the program: George T. Baker, Monroe, Ga.; 
C. H. Bohanan, soil conservation service, Conyers, 
Ga.; C. F. Bohleber, Atlanta, Ga.; FE. P. McGee, 
Decatur, and L. T. Hagood, Marietta, Ga. 


This conference is being held in conjunction 
with the annual Smyth Lectures of Columbia Semi- 
nary, and the Home Mission Committees of the 
participating presbyteries are paying the travel ex- 
penses of the rural pastors. The Seminary is 
providing the entertainment. 


The Reverend Mr. Thompson became a member 
of the faculty at Columbia last fall when the 
new department, of which he is the head, was 
established. He had been pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church at Valdosta, Ga. He was 
especially successful in a rural church program 
there, supervising the construction of several rural 
churches in his area. 


——___—_ 9-9 —___ 


ORANGE PRESBYTERY 


_The Presbytery of Orange met in joint sessions 
with the Presbytery of Winston-Salem at the Glade 
Valley High School, Glade Valley, N. C., on Tues- 
day and Wednesday, April 15-16. 1947, 


Joint sessions were held in the interest of the 
school and plans were further explained for the 
$300,000.00 drive for the improvement of the 
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school plant which have been projected for the 
past two years and which are culminating in an 
intensive drive beginning on May 5. 


The joint meeting was under direction of Mr. 
John A. Kellenberger, Chairman of the Board, who 
presented several of the students, ministers from 
the Presbyteries, and graduates of the school, to- 
gether with interested laymen from the area. 

In separate session Orange Presbytery had 
seventy-five in attendance, and elected Ruling 
Elder W. C. Buchanan, of the Broadway Church, 
as Moderator, and Rev. John Whitley as Tem- 
porary Clerk. 


Reports showed a large increase in giving, some- 
thing like $175,000.00 having been contributed 
from the churches for benevolences, as against a 
little over $140,000.00 last year, but additions on 
profession were just a little under last year, and 
there was a very slight increase in the net mem- 
bership of the Presbytery. 


Rev. Chalmers McCutchen was received from 
the Presbytery of Abingdon and a Commission ap- 
pointed to install him as pastor of the Sanford 
Church. 


Two candidates were licensed: Mr. Edwin Sapp, 
received from the Presbytery of Macon as a can- 
didate, a recent graduate of Columbia Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga., who will be ordained and installed 
as pastor of the East Burlington Church on May 
25, 1947. Mr. Robert Lee Turner, a son of this 
Presbytery and a candidate under its care, will be 
ordained and installed in the Wentworth Church 
on April 27, 1947, and installed on the same day 
in the Greenwood, Smyrna and Speedwell churches. 


Plans were announced for a _ Senior- Young 
People’s Conference to be held on June 30 - July 
5, and a Pioneer Camp on July 7-12, both at Peace 


College, Raleigh, N. C. 


Presbytery is meeting in adjourned session in 
the First Church, Burlington, N. C., on Monday, 
May 5, 1947, to adopt a manual and transact other 
business. N. N. Fleming, Stated Clerk. 


0 ee 


Mecklenburg Presbytery 


Mecklenburg Presbytery’s One Hundred and 
Seventy-Sixth Stated Meeting consisting of 63 
ministers and 64 elders was held in the Wilmore 
Church, Charlotte, on April 15th. Rev. C. G. Me- 
Clure, D.D., was succeeded as moderator by Rev. 
Fk. R. MeAlister. After the communion service 





conducted by Revs. F. C. Pratt and W. H. Johnston, 
and announcement was made of the death of Rev. 
Geo. H. Atkinson. 
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Pastorial relations were dissolved between the 
Troy Church and Rev. A. W. Shaw, who was given 
a letter of transfer to Kings Mountain Presby- 
tery and between the Amay James Church and 
Rev. H. E. Carter, who was granted a letter of 
transfer to Catawba Presbytery, U.S.A. 


The Presbytery received Rev. Jas. B. MacLeod 
from Norfolk Presbytery and appointed a com- 
mission to install him pastor of the Sharon Church. 
Other calls were approved for Rev. H. E. Pickard 
to the Sunset Hills Chureh; Rev. Shelton M. 
Hutchison to the MeGee Church; Rev. G. F. Car- 
lington to the Matthews Church; and Rev. Chas. A. 
Harper to the Seigle Avenue Church. 


The Home Mission Committee reported 344 ad- 
ditions to the churches aided, which is a number 
in excess of that in former years; an outpost 
established and two new churches organized during 
the year; an announcement was made for projec- 
tion of new work; salaries are being raised to a 
minimum to $2,400.00 and a manse for a married 
minister, Rev. C. E. S. Kraemer and Mr. W. E. 
Price spoke on the report made by Mr. Rufus A. 
Grier, Committee chairman. The Committee has 
permission to raise $50,000.00 during the year 
for its own pressing Home Mission needs. 


Fifteen congregations were given permission 
to raise their pastor’s salary. A committee on 
Christian Relations was established. A School of 
Evangelsim was approved for the Oct. 19-23 under 
the direction of Dr. H. H. Thompson. 


Mrs. J. B. Watt gave a splendid report on the 
activities of the Auxiliaries. An incomplete sta- 
tistical report of the Presbytery showed that 759 
had been received on confession of faith and that 
1671 had been received by letter or reaffirma- 
tion, An incomplete total of communicants is 
22,237. There is a Sunday School enrollment of 
17,689—being an increase of more than 1,000. 
The total gifts were $1,034,245. 


Rev. W. Chester Keller made the report on 
Camp Herman. Two overtures were forwarded to 
the Assembly:—one requesting a change in the 
Book of Church Order relative to the rotary sys- 
tem of officers; the other asked that the Assembly 
withdraw its membership from the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches. 


Rev. J. L. Griggs was nominated for the mod- 
erator of the next meeting to be held at Camp 
Hermon on July 15th. The efficient Stated Clerk, 
Rev. J. Walton Stewart, Jr., was assisted by Revs. 
F. C, Debele, Jr. and J. W. Stork, D.D. 

—R. H. Stone, Secretary. 


Winston-Salem Presbytery 


_ The Presbytery of Winston-Salem convened for 
its fifty-seventh Stated Meeting, April 15 at 
the Glade Valley High School, Glade Valley, N. C. 
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There were present 19 ministers and 23 ruling 
elders. Ruling Elder Hoke Henderson of Elkin, 
N. C., was elected Moderator. Candidate Cecil 
Callis was received from the Presbytery of Gran- 
ville and after satisfactory examination was li- 
censed to preach the gospel. A commission was ap- 
pointed to ordain and install him pastor of the 


Jefferson Presbyterian Church. Rev. J. S. John- 


son, who has been serving as Stated Supply of one 
of the Home Mission fields of the (Presbytery, was 
dismissed to the Presbytery of Holston. Reports 
from the churches showed increased contributions 
to all Benevolent Causes and an increase in the 
Sunday Schoo) enrollment over last year. 


The outstanding feature of this meeting was 
that the Presbytery of Orange, which is the mother 
of Winston-Salem Presbytery, met at the same 
time and two presbyteries held three joint sess- 
ions. The purpose of this joint meeting was to 
promote the interest of the Glade Valley High 
School, which is owned and controlled by the two 
presbyteries, A most interesting program featur- 
ing the accomplishments of this School through 
its forty odd years of service was put on by Mr. 
J. A. Kellenberger, Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees. At this meeting a campaign was for- 
mally launched to raise the sum of $300,000.00 
for the School to be used for new buildings and 
equipment, 


The next regular meeting of the Presbytery 
will be an adjourned meeting to be held at the 
Fairmont Sunday School, an outpost of the Sec- 
ond Presbyterian Church of Lexington. It is plan- 
ned at this meeting to organize the Fairmont 
Outpost into a church. Rev. Hardin A. King is the 
pastor of the host church. 


—J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 


oo 


West Hanover Presbytery 


The Presbytery of West Hanover met in Brown’s 
Church, Cumberland County, April 22, 1947, with 
fifteen ministers and 25 ruling elders present, and 
Rev. P. A. Roberts as Moderator, 


Candidate Ernest L. Stoffel, a Senior at Union 
Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va., was received 
from Holston Presbytery, examined for ordina- 
tion, and approved as Stated Supply of Waddell 
Memorial Church, where a Commission was ap- 
pointed to ordain him on April 27, 1947. 


John M. Irvine, a student at Hampden-Sydney 
College and a member of Farmville Church, was 
taken under the care of the Presbytery as a candi- 
date for the ministry. 


Presbytery directed the sessions of its churches 
to study the proposal for merger of Roanoke and 
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West Hanover Presbyteries, presented by a com- 
mittee which had met in conference with a similar 
committee of Roanoke Presbytery, and the plan 
was docketed for action at the next stated meeting. 


The following Ad Interim Committee was ap- 
pointed to study and make report to Presbytery 
on the plan of union of the Presbyterian Churches, 
U.S. and U.S.A.. which is to be sent down to the 
Presbyteries by the coming General Assembly: 
Ministers G. B. Talbot (B. H. Wideman, alter- 
nate), A. G. Edwards, S. S. Day; Elders J. L. 
Lancaster, Cary Weisiger, Jr., D. M. Allan. 


Commissioners to the General Assembly (chosen 
at the winter stated meeting) are: Principals, Rev. 
S. S. Day, Rev. H. W. Shannon, Elders G. H. 
Elean, J. T. Coleman (deceased since election) ; 
Alternates, Rev. A. G. Edwards, Rev. B. H. Wide- 


man, Elders Dr. F. R. Crawford, Dr. P. H, Ed- 
wards. 


Ruling Elder E. F. Wine of Lebanon Church 
was chosen Moderator-in-Nomination for the next 
stated meeting, which will be held in Appomattox 
Church, Prince Edward County, July 15, 1947. 


—W. Twyman Williams, Stated Clerk. 
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Commencement Exercises 


Davidson, N. C., April 22.—Dr. John R. Cun- 
ningham, president of Davidson College, announced 
today that the institution’s 111th commencement 
exercises will be held Saturday, May 31st, through 
Monday, June 2nd. Approximately 120 seniors will 
receive diplomas at exercises beginning Monday 
morning, June 2, at 10:30 in Chambers Audi- 
torium. At the same time, five honorary degrees 
will be presented. Dr. Daniel L. Marsh, president 
of Boston University, will deliver the Commence- 
ment address. 


The executive committee of the Alumni Coun- 
cil will meet at 10:00 Saturday morning to nomi- 
nate officers, committees and Alumni trustees to 
be presented for election at the Alumni Luncheon 
at 1:00 o’clock. All visiting alumni will meet at 
a general Council meeting at 11:00 o’clock in Phi 
Hall, The class of 1897 will return to the campus 
to celebrate their Golden Anniversary reunion. 
Following the Dix Plan, other classes scheduled for 
reunions this year are: ’84, ’85, ’86, ’87, ’03, ’04, 
05, °06, °17, 718, 19, ’22, (25th reunion), ’23, 
"24, ’27, ’35, ’37, ’38, ’41, ’42, ’43 and ’44. Addi- 
tional classes are planning special reunions. At 
4:00 on Saturday the annual Senior Class Day 
exercises will take place. The day’s festivities will 
be concluded with a concert by the Davidson Male 
Chorus, which has recently been heard on a coast- 
to-coast broadcast over CBS from New York. 


Dr. Kenneth J. Foreman, professor of Bible 
and Philosophy at Davidson, will preach the bacca- 
laureate sermon at 11:00 o’clock Sunday morning 
in Chambers Auditorium. The Davidson Band will 
present a program of sacred music on the campus 
at 4:00 o’clock in the afternoon. 


Alumni and visitors attending the exercises will 


find accommodations available for the week-end 
in Duke Dormitory. 


——— 





The Secret of Catholic Power 
A New Dynamic Pamphlet By L. H. Lehmann 
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In this latest pamphlet, Dr. Lehmann, outstanding au- 
thority on the Roman Catholic question, penetrates to 
the very core and center of all Catholic working. In his 
well-known documented, factual style, he shines the 
spotlight on the secret of Catholic power in America 
that is fast transforming our American Protestant de- 
mocracy into a Catholic Hierocracy. 


THIS PAMPHLET SHOULD BE 


in the hands of every American—Protestants, Catholics 
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Who Is L. H. Lehmann? 


“One who is perhaps the ranking authority on what 
is afoot in Romanism ... even more satisfactory in 
his writings than our own lamented Dr. Juan Ortiz.” 





—Southern Presbyterian Journal. 
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Revival Meeting At Sherrill’s 
Ford Closes 


We have just closed one of the best revival 
meetings we have ever held in our church. The 
services began on the night of Easter Sunday and 
continued through the following Sunday morning 
when our Communion was observed. 


Rev. J. Kenton Parker, Jr., of Boone, N. C., 
preached for us, and brought most helpful Gospel 
messages. The attendance and interest were good 
from the beginning. Nine were received on pro- 
fession of faith, and one by letter. We feel that 
the Lord has blessed us very richly and that the 
whole life of the Church has been greatly uplifted. 


On Sunday, April 20, we are expecting Rev. 
O. V. Caudill to be with us to help plan for some 
new Sunday School rooms, na. 





Suwannee Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Suwannee held its stated 
Spring meeting in the Fairfield Presbyterian 
Church of Fairfield, Fla., of which the Rev. J. R. 
Hooten, is the pastor. 


The Rev. Walter F. Hall was elected as Mode- 
rator and Presbytery, following its newly-adopted 
Manual, elected the Rev. John Largent, Tempo- 
rary Clerk for three years, and re-elected the 


Rev. Stephen T, Harvin, Stated Clerk for three 
years. 
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Charleston who is to be installed pastor of the 
Williston-Morriston Churches; and the Rev. J. R. 
Neale, D.D., from the United Presbyterian Church 


/ to become minister of the Archer Church. 


Presbytery had the pleasure of taking under 
its care as Candidates for the Gospel Ministry: 
Mr. Randall Yale Gunn of the First Church, 
Gainesville, Fla., and Mr. Carey Henderson, of 
the Murray Hill Church. 


The Rev. I. E. Phillips at his own request was 
permitted to demit the Ministry. 


The next stated meeting of Presbytery will be 
July 15th in the Beach Community Church. 
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If U. S. Church Absorbed 
Then What? 


This is a true story, it actually occurred, and it 
can happen to our Southern Presbyterian Church, 
including its Seminaries, Colleges and above all, 
our Mission Boards. 


During the prosperous twenties two prominent 
financial institutions “merged,” one with twice 
the resources of the other. A sop of the nominal 
headship was finally negotiated for the president 
of the smaller concern, but the power and the 
policy were retained and exercised by the larger 
group. Why not? 


Now, it so happened that both companies were 
in the same line and catered to the same class 
of business, but the official personnel and the 
customers were dissimilar! 


The inevitable happened and great was the 
fall of the house built on sand, 


God’s Word is still warning His people against 
being unequally joined together. Perhaps some 
Southern Presbyterians still desire to test the 
Holy Spirit, whether God means what He says! 


If the U. S. is absorbed by the U.S.A. Church, 
then what? —Cary N. Weisiger, Jr. 





The Great Duty 


“Repentance is the great, the immediate, the 
pressing duty of all who hear the Gospel. They are 
called upon to forsake their sins and to return 
unto God through Jesus Christ. The neglect of 
this duty is the rejection of salvation. For unless 
we repent we shall perish. This call to repentance 
commonly follows men from the cradle to the 
grave. It is one of the first sounds that wakes the 
infant’s ear, it is one of the last which falls on 
the failing senses of the dying sinner. Everything 
in this world is vocal with the voice of mercy. All 
joy and sorrow are calls to return unto God, with 
Whom are the issues of life. Every opening grave, 
every church, every page of the Bible is an admo- 
nition or an invitation. Every serious thought or 
anxious foreboding is the voice of God saying: 
‘Turn ye, for why will ye die?’ It is through all 
these admonitions men force their way to death. 
They perish because they deliberately reject sal- 
vation.” —heles odge. 
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The McCallie is a school which be- 
lieves the doctrines for which The Southern 
Presbyterian Journa] stands. McCallie’s philo- 
sophy of education is embodied in her motto, 
“Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to 
enjoy Him forever.” The Bible is taught daily 
as a regular credit course in the curriculum. 


School 


bbhbbbttt 


4 
_eene ena DCSE A SE, 


celled in its Christian character training, with 
a well-organized athletic, recreational and 
physical development program, McCallie 
offers thorough college preparatory training 
for boys from the seventh grade. Enrollment 
_completed for school year 1947-48. (Space 
available only upon withdrawal of students 
now enrolled.) 
Applications now being 
received for: 
Fully accredited ten weeks Summer School, 
June 10 - August 19, 1947. 


Six weeks Boarding Camp for boys, aged 9- 
14, June 28 - August 8, 1947. 


School year 1948-49, opening 
September 8, 1948. 
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A Realization Of God 


“To realize the presence and activity of God is 
one of the greatest delights of a spiritual mind. 
To such a man God is not an object of fear, but 
the cause of peace and the ground of hope. The 
more vivid the sense of His being becomes, the 
more joyous does life appepar, the more beauti- 
ful is nature, the more promising is the future. 
Without God, life is an unexplained enigma; no suf- 
ficient reason for it can be found, no guide to 
its mysteries, no clue to its meaning. Nor has a 
cold, formal belief in Him any value for practical 
purposes. He must be felt in order to satisfy; He 
must be realized by a willing and loving heart in 
order that He may still the turmoil of the mind by 
the power of His manifested love. When He is thus 
realized, it is as though an everlasting rock had 
been revealed beneath our feet; as though the day 
had broken after a weary, restless night; as though 
a lost and frightened wanderer had found a friend. 
Then may the mind contemplate His infinite at- 
tributes with awful joy, and, conscious at last that 
it lives, moves and has its being in Him, draw 
both holiness and comfort from every one of the 
qualities which He possesses.” 


—George Tybout Purves. 
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Southern Presbyterians 
Face Union 


No religious journal displays a greater enthusi- 
asm for church union than The Christian Century. 
“A United Protestantism” is its watchword. The 
weekly did its best to persuade the Protestant 
Episcopal Church and the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., to accept each other for better or for 
worse, and though disappointed at apparent fail- 
ure, it has not given up hope. Recently the edi- 
tors have suggested another promising match— 
the Protestant Episcopal Church and the “great” 
Methodist Church. As we might expect, the paper 
was highly pleased with the invitation issued re- 
cently by the Federal Council of Churches to its 
members recognizing each other’s ministries and 
sacraments to send delegates to conference look- 
ing toward closer union. 


A union The Christian Century cannot excite 
itself about, however, and one which would seem 
most likelv of success, is that of the Presbvterian 
Church, U.S.A., and the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. The reason for its hesitation concerning this 
merger, it is frank to say. is that southern con- 
servatism would silence voices and inhibit action 
in the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., looking toward 
other unions. “Many will ask,” a recent editorial 
remarks, “whether Presbyterian union may not be 
gained at the cost of Presbyterian leadership in the 
broader field of ecumenical Protestantism.” 


Orthodox Presbyterians are also hesitant about 
the latter merger, but for a different reason. 
Thev hesitate simply because they are interested 
in the cause of sound doctrine. 


The union discussions, now in their seventh year, 
are well advanced. Representataives of both 
Churches at a recent meeting in Cincinnati unani- 
mously approved a plan to be submitted to their 
next General Assemblies. It is not the intention 
of the planners, however, to ask that the ques- 
tion be sent to the presbvteries at once for con- 
clusive action. Instead they will ask that the 
presbyteries study the plan and offer suggestions 
for a final draft to be presented in 1948, making 
union a possibility two years later. The strategy 
seems to be that the longer Southern Presbyterians 
are made to talk union the more likely they will 
be to agree to it. 


Another plan for union was submitted for criti- 
cism four years ago. The principal attack against 
it concerned the property rights of congregations, 
presbyteries and synods refusing to enter a united 
Church. Southern representatives have admitted, 
however, that to yield at this point is out of the 
question. The Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., would 
never consent, of course, and it would make a 
sizeable continuing Southern Church inevitable. 


There is considerable speculation concerning 
the ultimate decision of the Southern Church. 
Unionists were not encouraged by their poll of a 
year ago, which showed little more than a third 
favoring union as soon as practicable. They have 
a good deal to overcome in the fact that a three- 
fourths majority vote of the presbyteries is re- 
quired to accomplish union. The principal union 
strength lies in the border synods and in pres- 
byteries localized in the larger cities, The parts 
of the Church less exposed to the influence of the 
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Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., may be expected to 
reject the plan. Union’s success is often predicted 
on the basis of General Assembly actions. But 
presbyteries are not handled quite so easily as 
assemblies. The ‘forward-looking’ exponents of 
union still have to meet the ordinary ministers 


and determined elders in the less important pres. 
byteries. 

















Many may wonder what is being done to insure 
the defeat of the plan. It is natural to want some. 
thing spectacular—mass meeting, excited speak. 
ers, and the like. Well, there is nothing spec. 
tacular going on in the South. But it would bea 
mistake to think that nothing is happening. 










In his providence God has raised up two forces 
that are hard at work. One is the semi-monthly, 
The Southern Presbyterian Jaurnal, which in five 
years has grown from a mere four hundred to 
more than thirteen thousand subscribers. It has 
kept the union issue with its doctrine aspects be- 
fore the Church. It has also provided an untold 
amount of printed matter to inform the laity. 











Out of the paper grew an organization called 
“The Continuing Church Committee,” which is 
just what its name suggests. Its purpose is to con- 
tinue the Southern Presbyterian Church, The 
Committee’s leadership is closely associated with 
that of The Southern Presbyterian Journal. The 
group is engaged in a quiet campaign that the 
writer has reason to believe will be widely felt 
in the future. At present it is sponsoring a series 
of six full-page advertisements in The Christian 
Observer, the country’s oldest Presbyterian paper, 
and the one most widely read in the South. The 
response to the advertisement entitled “Shall We 
Liquidate the Southern Presbyterian Church?” 
has been highly encouraging the Committee’s Sec- 
retary, the Rev. Henry B. Dendy, says. The or- 
ganization also issues and provides without cost 
informative materials for wide distribution. Prayer 
for the guidance and success of these agencies 
is earnest and frequent. The leadership is humble 
and consecrated. God may be expected to bless. 




















































What would happen in the event of union is not 
easy to say. It is safe to say, however, that the 
Southern Presbyterian Church would continue. Not 
a few say that. But it is to hope that another 
Church will not be necessary. It is also worthy 
of fervent prayer that God, preserving the Church, 
will also purify it, that it may grow and be at 
peace, —Adrian De Young. 


























































THE TWO ALS 
By Robert F. Gribble, D.D. 







There have been many requests for reprints of 
the article appearing under the above title in the 
April Ist issue of The Journal. We are happy to 
announce that this has been done, and these re- 
prints are available at one dollar per hundred post- 
paid. If the alcohol question is a live one in your 
community you will do well to order a supply of 
this folder for distribution. Postage stamps are ac- 
ceptable. Order from The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C, 
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PRESBUTERIANS LOOK AMEAD! 


Many and great opportunities involving serious and far-reaching responsibilities are faced 
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by our Church today. Much has been accomplished, but much remains yet to be done. 


The present age needs information, inspiration and spiritual undergirding that must come 


from God through His Church. 


The Genera! Assembly of the Presbyterian Church delegates, with strictly defined limita- 
tion, certain responsibilities to its agencies. The Executive Committee of Christian Education 
and Ministerial Relief elected, directed and controlled by the General Assembly, is charged 


with these duties in co-operation with the Synods, Presbyteries and Churches. 


|. To co-operate with parents, pastors, leach 
ers and organizations in securing the choicest 
of the Church's youth for the ministry and 
mission service. 


II. To help each member of the Presbyterian 
family find and follow the will and purpose 
of God for his life. 


Ill. To awaken the Church to a clearer com- 
prehension of the need of our ministers and 
missionaries for a “living’’ on which they can 
develop and maintain effective leadership. 


IV. To lead the Church to appreciate the ne- 
cessity of adequately supporting Ministerial 
Relief as long as need continues. 


V. To arouse Presbyterians to recognize the 
fundamental importance of our own institu- 
tions of Christian Higher Education and the 
imperative need that they be properly 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


equipped, endowed and supported by our 
interest, prayer, contributions, and patronage. 


VI. To guide the total program of Christian 
Higher Education in the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. 


VII. To assist in arousing each Synod to a 
clear recognition of its opportunity and re- 
sponsibility in following, with the spiritual 
ministries of the Church, its students who at- 
tend our own colleges and the state and in- 
dependent schools, colleges and universities. 


VIll. To lead the Church to a clearer under- 
standing of and fuller co-operation with the 
Ministers’ and the Employees’ Annuity Funds. 


IX. To plan adequately, with God's help, to 
meet all the opportunities now before this De- 
partment of our Church's life and work. 


IN THE UNITED STATES 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D.D., Secretary 


410 URBAN BUILDING 


LOUISVILLE 2, KY. 
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Realizing the strategic position of Montreat and the needs of this Institution the General Assembly’s 


Committee on Stewardship, at a meeting the latter part of January, unanimously passed the follow- 
ing resolution: 


“The Stewardship Committee learned with interest of the progress made in the construction 
of the New Alba Hotel at Montreat but received with regret and concern the information that 
lack of funds reduced greatly plans for its completion. 


We believe this Hotel with its large dining room is necessary for the full service of Montreat 
to the spiritual life of our Church. It is one of the first needs immediately before us. We 
would urge every Church and individual to make gifts that one wing and its dining room and 
kitchen may be made ready immediately.” 


The Committee on Woman’s Work, Dr. Janie W. McGaughey, Secretary, approved of this appeal 
and have been most gracious in promoting it among the Woman’s Auxiliaries. There has been a 
good response on the part of the women but the gifts have been small. We cannot look to our wo- 


men to provide funds sufficient to finish this wing and the dining room though they have helped 
towards this. 


Our appeal is to the whole Church. We must have the help of the Church congregation, the women 
of the Church, the men of the Church, the Sunday School and young people’s organizations. We 
know al] these groups are interested in Montreat. We must have liberal contributions from each 
group if Montreat serves our Church in the best way. 


Twenty-four Conferences are arranged for our summer’s program, which move from Conferences 
for Boys’ Clubs to the Bible Conference, August 18-27. We will have employed for our young peo- 
ple and children’s program alone eighteen choice and especially trained young people. This program 
will reach approximately one thousand children and young people. 


Every Presbyterian will rejoice in our great institution here. The sooner this New Hotel is finished 
the more people can share in these spiritual blessings. We could fill every room now with applica- 
tions we have for the entire summer program. 


It will require $200,000.00 to complete this Hotel. This large amount can be given on the appointed 
Montreat Sunday, June 1, 1947. Send your contributions to: 


J. Rupert McGregor, Th.D., President 
Montreat . North Carolina 
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